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Sunshine and Rainbows
Sermonette – Originally presented 12/13/2025 – UCG NoVa

SPS: The rainbow is a fantastic symbol in the bible, from a covenant relationship with Noah, to an important part of God’s throne. What can we take away from this symbol today?

Introduction

There is a symbol that is used in the bible that has taken on a different meaning in our modern-day culture. That symbol is a rainbow. Nowadays, it’s most commonly used in a different context than what it symbolizes in the bible, but I wanted to take a step back today and investigate the meaning behind the rainbow in the bible. Perhaps because of the changing nature of how it’s used today, we might sometimes be hesitant to think about, or talk about it. But in the bible, it’s has some really interesting symbolism.

Scripture

Let’s head back to the first major mention in the bible and get the example that we are all most familiar with. That’s back in Genesis chapter 9.

We remember the context behind this story. Noah and his family, they build an ark. They go into the ark. The rain comes and destroys everything around them. The account here in Genesis goes pretty quickly, but I would imagine that this would have been a very eventful time. To get all these animals. This deluge of water. Being cooped up in this giant boat. Only finally to get out of that thing and back on to dry land. It’s the same land from before, but yet, totally different I am sure.

Let’s pick it up in verse 8 of chapter 9. This is out of the boat and God is talking to Noah about what just happened and what’s next.

Genesis 9:8 - Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying:
 9 "And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you,
 10 "and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth.

That’s everything and every one right? This covenant, this promise is extended to everyone, for everyone, for all time.

 11 "Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."
 12 And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:
 13 "I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.
 14 "It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;
 15 "and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
 16 "The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."

You might be able to tell what translation I am reading because I said rainbow. Not all of them do, because the word is just bow or war bow. There isn’t a separate Hebrew word specifically for rainbow. But I think you get the visual there, a bow, especially an ANE style iconic curved arc from the clouds after rain. That same word is used over 70 times, and the great vast majority of them are bow as in bow and arrow. Archers that used a boat. Hunting with a bow.

In fact, some of my favorite scriptures, it’s used as an analogy of pure, manly strength. Like his bow will never be broken. Tough, strong, powerful. Maybe not the first thing that pops into your mind when you think about a rainbow in the sky, is it.

Let’s also turn back to Revelation chapter 4.

Revelation 4:1 - After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this."
 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.
 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.

Now this is really the word rainbow, there is a Greek word for rainbow as we understand it and it’s used here and in Revelation 10 verse one that says a mighty angel comes down from heaven, clothed with a cloud and a rainbow was on his head. You will see this depicted in classical religious artwork if you look for it. It’s not as obvious as the halo or the yellow disk, but you’ll see that it’s often depicted as surrounding the entire figure instead of just the head.

But it is kind of interesting, we have this symbol of a rainbow at the literal beginning and end of the bible. And it’s in one other noteworthy place. Let’s see it in Ezekiel chapter 1.

Ezekiel 1:26 - And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it.
 27 Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. [and get this]
 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. So when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking.

When we think of how a rainbow comes about in our physical word, you need two things. You need water and you need light. The light refracts in water droplets and splits into the many different shades of colors that we are able to see. Because of how this works, some commentaries make a further connection between the rainbow examples that we read, especially as it relates to the symbolism around God’s throne and connect it to God’s light, His way of life, and God’s holy spirit, also symbolized by water. 

If that connection holds, it brings even more meaning to this symbol that is found in some pretty key places in the bible.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the sign of the rainbow indicated God’s covenant faithfulness with Noah, but it also is a part of his divine glory and demonstrates His majesty and authority over all things – big and small. When you see the symbol in the sky, it should call to our minds more than just a promise that God won’t flood the entire earth – although that is also true. But also as a symbol of the powerful majesty of the creator of the universe. 

The same God that talked with a family after a flood is the same God that wants to have a relationship with us today. And it’s the same God that that is inviting us to be apart of His family forever.

The rainbow is more than a beautiful visual that the rain is coming to a stop, but also an incredible symbol of promises yet to come.
