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One Word - Restoration
Sermonette, originally presented 4/26/24 NoVa

SPS: What is one word that you would use to describe the bible? For me, it’s restoration. But there are so many options to choose from, each showing a thread that flows through the bible.


Introduction

Good afternoon everyone. 

This presentation is going to be interactive today, so I hope everyone brought their thinking caps. This last weekend, my family and I went up to Pennsylvania to see the Massies and the Lewistown congregation, and at dinner one night, we had a really interesting conversation topic, and one that I wanted to share with us here today.

I’m going to ask you a question, and I would love to hear, not only your answer, but also why you picked the answer that you did. But I know that if you are like me, sometimes it takes a few minutes to get your thoughts together and aren’t always ready to just shout out your first thought.

So as a result, I’m going to give you my answer first, and my rationale, and then we’ll circle back to anyone in the audience that is interested.

Sound reasonable? Ok, here is the question: If you could sum up the bible in just one word, what would that word be?

That’s a both very difficult and very simple question all at once – if that is possible. It’s hard to narrow it down to one word, of course. But it’s also kind of easy because the bible has many clear and consistent themes that weave through its pages, like threads through tapestry, so much so, that you have lots of good options to choose from. 

If I think about other books, it might be a lot more simplistic. Like the classic Robinson Crusoe book, you could say adventure, because everything in the book revolves around a sense of adventure. Or for one of my favorite books of all time, 1984 – well that would be dystopian. Everything around the book revolves around a dystopian perspective.

But what about the bible? If you had to pick one word, what would it be.

My View

While you are thinking about, I will give you mine. I won’t say it’s the best, but it’s pretty good. Mine, is restoration.

Genesis 2:1 - Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.
 2 And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.
 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.

The beginning of the bible focuses on God creating something amazing so that a new type of relationship could happen between the creator of the universe and us human beings. This idyllic setting within a fertile environment designed to cultivate this relation. Gets off to a bit of a rocky start. But God anticipated that and built into the human experience all sorts of restoration type events. Restoring His people back into a relationship.

And then Revelation 22.

Revelation 22:13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last."
 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

The final, ultimate restoration is visualized and completed. Those that choose will have their spiritual character shaped and crafted, and the path to full, complete, and eternal restoration will be fulfilled.

To me, the story of the bible, as summed up in one word, is restoration. 

Interactive

Ok, now it is time to open it up to get your thoughts. You don’t have to quote scripture or anything like that, but just what your word might be, and what made you think of that choice. Obviously, no wrong answers here.

Options:
· Love – John 3:16, God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son.
· Family – Spiritual family, married to Christ.
· Faith – Without faith it’s impossible to please God in Heb 11:6
· Creation – Genesis, but also creating a new heart Psalm 51.


Consolidation

What made me think about this topic was not any one individual choice, but rather how many great options there are. For this to be the case, there has to be lots of threads that connect from start to finish. Lots of themes that are present from beginning to end. What an incredible book the bible is, clearly written under inspiration from a mind far greater than our own. 

Conclusion

In conclusion, I want to leave you with one more word that can be used in conjunction with the bible. Read.

The bible’s incredible nuances and layered principals will do us no good if we don’t take the time to actually read it! In addition, we can also focus the bible through the lens we covered. To pick, maybe one of the best answers, restoration, and read through the bible from that perspective.

Regardless of the word you use to describe the bible, let’s thank God for this wonderful we have access to each and every day.

