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As the Waters Cover the Sea
Sermon – Day of Atonement. Originally presented October 12, 2024, NoVa

SPS: God promises that His way of life will soon cover all, as waters cover the sea. In order for that to happen, Satan and His influence must be stopped and put away, and people much develop a hunger and a thirst for God. During the Day of Atonement, we the culmination of both aspects and a vision of when the knowledge and the glory of God will cover, as the waters cover the sea.

INTRO

I would like to open the message today by turning back to the book of Habakkuk. There is a section of scripture here that has been rolling around in the back of my mind for a long while, and it’s here in Habakkuk. Habakkuk is not only one of the most fun books of the bible to pronounce, it’s also a really interesting book that has this give and take between the prophet and God. In literary terms, it’s structured as a challenge and response format. The prophet makes a claim or asks a question, then God responds with wisdom and provides understanding into some part of His plan. Let’s start in verse 1 of chapter 1, to get a feel of how this works.

Hab 1:1 - The burden which the prophet Habakkuk saw.
 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry, And You will not hear? Even cry out to You, "Violence!" And You will not save.
 3 Why do You show me iniquity, And cause me to see trouble? For plundering and violence are before me; There is strife, and contention arises.
 4 Therefore the law is powerless, And justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; Therefore perverse judgment proceeds.

This is the claim set forth from the prophet. He’s talking specifically about what he is seeing and experiencing in Judah in the last stages of it’s life when things are really turning south. But it’s also a very timeless message as well. Throughout all of human experience, people have pondered this same thing.

God responds in the next section.

Hab 1:5 - "Look among the nations and watch-Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days Which you would not believe, though it were told you.

The book continues with this back and forth between Habakkuk and God. Challenge and response. 

I want to drop down to chapter 2 now, also starting in verse 1. This is Habakkuk talking again after more challenges and responses.

Hab 2:1 - I will stand my watch And set myself on the rampart, And watch to see what He will say to me, And what I will answer when I am corrected.

He is laying it all out on the line here, and imploring God to make His plans known.

Hab 2:2 Then the LORD answered me and said: "Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it.
 3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.
 4 "Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his faith.

God then goes through a series of woes. Woes to people and thought processes. Woe to sinful characteristics. Woe to all of the problems that Habakkuk is describing, how mankind can be, and interact, and misbehave, when Satan’s influence becomes the dominate driving force that pushes out God’s way of life. 

Finally, verse 12, still in chapter 2. This is still God speaking here.

Hab 2:12 "Woe to him who builds a town with bloodshed, Who establishes a city by iniquity!
 13 Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts That the peoples labor to feed the fire, And nations weary themselves in vain?

And then we get a scripture that points to an alternative. It’s one of my favorite scriptures in the whole bible. It contains a vision of the future, one that we all very much long for.

 14 For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.

As the waters cover the sea.

Such a beautiful picture of God’s way of life spreading and covering so thoroughly and completely. When I visualize standing on the beach of an ocean and looking out as the massive, never ending water spread out before me. It feels like there is no end to it, like it just flows on and on. 

For Olivia’s Make a Wish trip a handful of years ago, we took a boat out to the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. It was way out there, took forever to get there. And when we got out to our destination, you could look in all directions, and there was nothing except ocean. Not even a hint of anything else. It was kind of overwhelming actually. 

This is the promise of the knowledge and glory of God that will completely fill the earth.

That’s the promise, but up to this point, all mankind has been confronted with two ways of life that are direct opposites. Two influences that cannot co-exist, that push against each other, that fight for control of the hearts and minds of mankind. They both aim to spread and permeate our lives.

In one corner we have way of Satan, a counterfeit alternative, a painful way that leads to death. 

In the oppositive corner, we have the way of God. A joyful path that leads to everlasting life.

While they both aim to spread, in the end, only one can cover all things, as the waters cover the sea.

Today, during the Day of Atonement, we answer the question of how we get to the fulfillment of the promises made to Habakkuk. And not just there, but the similar promises listed throughout the bible. How does the human experience change so that they are malleable and receptive to a way of life that seems counter intuitive to what they have experienced in the past, but is in fact, the only true, everlasting way?

How exactly will God’s way triumph and fill the earth, as the waters cover the sea?

POINT 1 – REMOVAL OF SATAN.

I would like to turn back to Leviticus chapter 23. This is where the Day of Atonement is laid out in God’s holy day plan. And it’s within this day itself, that we really start to see many different pieces coming together that will lay the ground work for that different human experience.

Let’s pick up the holy day theme in chapter 23 and make some observations as we consider the holy days as a set and how they fit together.

Leviticus 23:4 - 'These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at their appointed times.

We then launch into the familiar passage that outlines the holy days and festival plans. We have Passover, verse 4. Unleavened Bread, and so on all the way down to verse 26.

Leviticus 23:26 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
 27 "Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.
 28 "And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God.
 29 "For any person who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his people.
 30 "And any person who does any work on that same day, that person I will destroy from among his people.
 31 "You shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.
 32 "It shall be to you a sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate your sabbath."

We have the command to not perform work, not too dissimilar that the other high days, but a stricter application, and with a much harsher penalty for those that disobey. And then, of course, the command to afflict our souls. To fast. That is a different feeling than the other days.

As we go through the list of the Holy Days, we see that they each bring a unique understanding and layer to God’s plan. But yet, at the same time, there are also several similarities between the Day of Atonement and Passover.

These two events, while separate, have some interesting overlap. So much so, that when I was researching this message, I kept coming across articles that asks – Do we need to keep Atonement if we already keep the Passover? Are Atonement and Passover the same thing?

They each have important offerings and sacrifices.

They both have sacrifices that represent Christ. A lamb at Passover, with blood on the doorposts. A goat on Atonement, with the blood brought beyond the veil into the most Holy Place.

They each have redemption symbolism.

They each have forgiveness of sin as a cornerstone facet.

In the new covenant Christian application of these days, they both have a series of tasks and rituals designed to get us to perform more introspection within our lives, and rekindle our understanding of how much we need God in our lives.

But there is a part where they deviate that starts to shine some light on how God’s way will finally overcome and prevail. Let’s drop back to Leviticus chapter 16 now.

Leviticus 16:5 - "And he shall take from the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats as a sin offering, and one ram as a burnt offering.

We see some instructions about offerings, but as we know, this was no ordinary set up.

Leviticus 16:7 "He shall take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.
 8 "Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat (sometimes translated as “goat of departure”).
 9 "And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering.
 10 "But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.

Dropping down to verse 21.

Leviticus 16:21 "Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man.
 22 "The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness.

Hmmm, there is an interesting change here and an added piece of symbolism. That clearly is different from anything we see during Passover.

Thinking back, as we come onto the Passover, we understand how our sins personally, contributed to the death of Jesus Christ. How we as an individual played a role, and, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Immediately there after, we celebrate the Days of Unleavened Bread. There, the focus is to intentionally add the unleavened bread in, and to keep sin out. It’s hard. Just like mindfully thinking about each meal and diligently making sure that we keep physical leaven out, we have a constant reminder about the struggle to keep sin out in a world filled with leaven. It’s hard, and sometimes it feels like a losing battle.

For the Day of Atonement, we still very much understand that we need Jesus Christ in our lives, and that we need our sins forgiven. That we are to atone, or be at one with Him once more.

But after Atonement, we go to the Feast of Tabernacles. There, the focus is entirely different. The outlook has changed. When that day is fulfillment, the world has changed.

What was the difference? A very big influence that was still around during our Days of Unleavened Bread, will no longer be there during the millennium and the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles.

The poor Azazel goat, or goat of departure, in Leviticus chapter 16, starts to fill in the picture.

Our UCG commentary has this quote:

The Azazel goat represents Satan, who bears the responsibility for the sins of humanity (Leviticus 16:22) because of the deception he has foisted upon mankind.

The high priest laid hands on this goat and confessed over it the wickedness, rebellion and sins of the people. Why did he do that? As present ruler of the world, the devil bears responsibility for his perversity in beguiling and coercing humanity to sin.

We see this throughout the bible, that where ever possible, Satan attempts to push back the water and stop the spread of God way to the best of his abilities. Let’s notice a thought the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians chapter 4 states. We are breaking into the thought somewhat here. Paul is talking about the wonderful benefits of the New Covenant, and he starts chapter 4 with an observation.

2 Corinthians 4:1 - Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.
 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.
 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,
 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

Ok, well, how does that work? Maybe they just didn’t like Paul’s message. Maybe they were turned off by Paul himself? How can we be sure that it’s Satan’s responsibility that they were blinded? Well, Jesus Christ lays it out pretty plainly in Luke chapter 8. In Luke chapter 8, and starting in verse 4, we get a parable where Jesus points out exactly how Satan works.

Luke 8:4 - And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable:
 5 "A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.
 6 "Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture.
 7 "And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.
 8 "But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold." When He had said these things He cried, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"

This parable is one of the stories that hits a little closer to home, because I know most, if not all of us, have known people in all four of these groups. Some times we can see one of the second two categories as they are happening and feel powerless to stop it.

Just a few verses later Jesus Christ then explains this parable, and notice the words that He uses.

Luke 8:11 "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
 12 "Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.
 13 "But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.
 14 "Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
 15 "But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

Satan is only listed as directly responsible for the first group’s failings, but his fingerprints are all over the scene of the crime for the other two unsuccessful groups.

I’ve tried many times, but especially on the Day of Atonement, to wrap my mind around what it must have been like for the Father and Jesus Christ as Lucifer went through his transformation. He started out as a being of great beauty. Something, that I would imagine, could be looked upon with joy. A great and wonderful creation.

They spent who knows how long together. Probably not even a good way to measure time, I guess. 

But then to see an imperfection form, and slowly this crack spread bigger and bigger until that being became corrupted, and looked and behaved like a completely different entity. Transformed from the original intent, into something twisted and tarnished. 

They watched the opposite kind of transformation that the angels cheer about when they see us repent and turn back to God.

And that wasn’t enough. Wasn’t enough to just go a different way, but rather to actively oppose and fight against his creator. Convince others to be corrupted and follow him down a dead end path.

Now, as this Day of Atonement pictures, the end result is not one of repentance or restoration, but one where God will fully remove and cast aside forever, never to return. Finally, the influence of Satan, which covers the earth like a foggy gloom will be lifted, blow away. And as a result, the knowledge and glory of the Lord will shine all the brighter, unimpeded and begin to envelop as the waters cover the sea.

POINT 2 – HUNGER AND THIRST

As if that wasn’t enough, the Day of Atonement has even more meaning for us to glean. And it especially connects with us today and our Christian walk right now. 

Let’s turn to Romans chapter 3. Again, we are breaking into the thought here. Earlier in the chapter Paul was talking about circumcision, the advantages of the Jews. He’s talking about the liberation of the new covenant. But I want to pick up the thread in verse 9 of chapter 3.

Romans 3:9 - What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin.

What follows here in a collection of Psalms. We could read them individual, but notice how Paul puts them together, unified under purpose. Also remember, this is all in the same chapter that Paul acknowledges that all have sinned and fall short. That’s verse 23 of the same chapter. So we aren’t talking about mistakes, slip ups, small deviations, etc. He is talking about something else here, a different mentality.

 10 As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;
 11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.
 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."
 13 "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips";
 14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness."
 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood;
 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways;
 17 And the way of peace they have not known."
 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

This is talking about people that are do not desire God’s way of life. People that are not yet interested in the relationship that God wants to offer them. Their own way is just fine, thank you very much. They have no need, no desire, for a change. And even though they wallow in pain and suffering, they cling to fallacy at their own peril.

It’s a sad state of affairs, but one that seems to repeat itself throughout all of history. Mankind always seems to think they know better. And they long and crave their own desires.


On the day of Atonement, we are fasting. When we do so, it obviously calls to mind that we simply are frail human beings. We cannot live without food and drink for very long. If we did. We die. Our physical bodies will cease to function.

By extension, we clearly see a spiritual connection where we need the spiritual nourishment that comes only from God. Without it, likewise, our spiritual life will cease to function.

But there is a tie in with what we just read. It’s more than just being hungry generally, but a pointed reminder of a different type of hunger for a different type of sustenance.

And this connection becomes only stronger and more apparent as the fasting continues. The longer physically fast, the bigger the desire for physical substances becomes.

Do we also have this same desire, this fervent hunger and thirst for God, His way of life, and the strength and quality of our relationship with Him? Do we have this drive that burns from within, one that is hard to ignore, that is directing us to Him? Or is it easier to relate to the examples Paul uses, where they satisfy their hunger with all the wrong food.

Do you think God had something in mind for us human beings, when He designed our bodies the way He did? Because on this Day of Atonement, we can certainly understand a type of hunger, and hopefully we can internalize the physical in order to comprehend the spiritual.

In Matthew chapter 5, we have a simple list of Beatitudes. Let’s head back there. Jesus Christ taught a lot in His short ministry as a physical human being. But often it was in parable or other forms that were less direct. Here with the Beatitudes, He couldn’t be more plain. He is basically giving us a detailed list of characteristics that He wants to see in us.

Matt 5:1 - And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.
 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.

And then, of course, notice this next one.

 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.

This word is the same word that is used in Matthew 4 when Christ was being tempted by Satan. After He fasted 40 days and 40 nights, it says that he was hungry. I bet so. I bet the hunger was almost nearly overpowering – at least at a physical sense, how could it not. 

Strongs uses a definition of the word hunger that points to being famished or to be figuratively craving food.

In a physical sense, if I began to attempt a multi-day fast, it would not be very long until I would be fully consumed by this craving and desire.

Is it the same in my spiritual life? Some times I feel bits and pieces of this, when I dig into a new book, or listen to a podcast that helps me to understand God’s word more. Or even sometimes when I’m working on a message, and you feel like you are finally figuring out a perspective that helps you understand His word more. Or I’ll be on a walk, and if the podcast is still going when I reach my door, I’ll do something very rare for me – I’ll keep walking and go for another loop. Because I’m so engaged and inspired that it’s where I want to spend my time.

In a couple of days, we get to go to the Feast of Tabernacles and the 8th Day. We get to leave the millions of things we deal with here, and go be immersed in something else. We have the opportunity to be inspired by the stories of spiritual family members we have not yet met. We have the time, without jobs and household responsibilities, to dig into His word.

Do we feel that same excitement, that same hunger and thirst for His righteousness?

Blessed are those of us when we have this strong craving, this longing for righteousness. And how will they be filled? One example is found in Revelation chapter 7. For those people it’s explained exactly how their hunger was satiated.

Revelation 7:13 - Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?"

We covered some of this exact time frame in the messages on Trumpets.

 14 And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
 15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them.
 16 "They shall neither hunger [same word] anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat;
 17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

God will completely fill them up, cover them with His awesome presence, as, well, as the waters cover the sea.


One more scripture if you don’t mind, and that’s back in Isaiah chapter 55. In the Beatitudes, Jesus Christ made it clear those characteristics and driving forces that should define our spiritual life should be. But it’s certainly not the first time this was brought up.

From the very beginning, and consistently throughout, God has repeated the same refrain. He wants a relationship with us. The Creator of the universe. The One without beginning and without end. This all powerful Being is interested in us, individually and personally. He has extended an offer of a relationship – not just a temporary one. 

But you have to want it to. You don’t get it by default. You have to seek it and cherish it, like the unbelievable gift it is.

Isaiah 55:1 - "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price.
 2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in abundance.
 3 Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you-The sure mercies of David.

Isaiah 55:6 - Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.
 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.
 8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD.
 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

[maybe more?]


CONCLUSION

This Holy Day, this Day of Atonement, doesn’t symbolize the end. We have more holy days right around the corner after all. When this day is ultimately fulfilled and Satan is bound up before the millennium, that’s the not the end either. 

People will still have issues and problems. Even without Satan’s influence, people will still have their own nature to overcome. They will still have to proactively choose God’s way of life. Just like us, they will also have to become different people and change their character.

And as we know from prophecy. Some people, hopefully a small number, will choose not to.

Some people will never cultivate that hunger and thrust for God’s way of life. Some will be perfectly fine to do their own thing, in their own way, regardless of the outcome.

When the Day of Atonement is fulfilled, the waters won’t fully yet cover like the sea. But I’m confident that when this Day is realized, we can close our eyes and hear the sounds of the waves getting closer.

The day cannot come soon enough when Satan and his influence are bottled up and thrown in the trash, where they will never be allowed to open up and spread the vile poison that circles around the world now. When the whole world is able to see the root cause of sin, and by extension, suffering, pain and anguish. When it is all laid bare, and then removed.

As we lead up to that point and throughout our spiritual journey, let us have the craving, the inner hunger and desire for God, His glorious way of life, His remarkable relationship. Even when we are able to resume eating and drinking and the return to full physical stomachs, let us never grow fully satiated spiritually. Committed each day to return to the source of spiritual nourishment, and drink in it fully and deeply.

Because there is a time coming, one where Habakkuk and all of the prophets that lie asleep wait for. Where we will be joined together as the bride of Christ as spirits that live on forever.

And where knowledge and the glory of the Lord will go forth unimpeded. As the waters cover the sea.



