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No Faith Required
Sermon originally given 8/17/2024, Richmond UCG NoVa

SPS: There are certain bedrock parts of our Christian faith that are provable and nearly universally held to be true and accurate. As a result, we can have confidence that our belief in those things is on the most solid footing possible.

YT: A defining characteristic of our Christian walk is to have faith. Faith that the bible is true, and that God’s way works. However, there are a surprising number of bedrock elements of Jesus Christ’s life and death that have been proved beyond a reasonable doubt. Therefore, we can have confidence in them as rock solid truths.


COLD OPENING:

I’d like to start the message today by turning back to Genesis chapter 12. This is a foundational section of scripture that gives us the story of a couple named Abram and Sarai, and how something very unique happened that changed the course of humanity for all time.

Genesis 12:1 - Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you.
 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.
 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."
 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

There was something really special about this encounter. As far as we know, this is the first instance of someone that had trust in God to simply do what He said – without question. And to accept a personal relationship with God like never before. At least it’s the first that was recorded in the bible. 

I’ve tried, as I am sure you have, to put myself in his shoes to try and understand how I would have responded to a call like this. Now Abram didn’t have the bible to read or reference. He didn’t have stories and examples where God made a promise and then delivered on it. There obviously was no bible yet. 

Even more remarkable, as far as we can tell from what recorded history survived from the Ancient Near East, this shift in the thinking of Abraham – to trust and follow God in this way – that was such a wild concept, that it’s hard for me to think of an equivalent change in the way of thing for us.

Kind of like if aliens landed in my back yard, and said that I could teleport to different galaxies. That is so wildly different than what we understand our world to be, that maybe it’s in the same ballpark.

So we should remind ourselves how it was all the more remarkable to think about the faith from Abraham, that was required to go out on a limb, and do something as drastic as what Abraham did. To leave everything he knew, everything that he was comfortable with, everything the status quo said to do – and make a decision driven completely by faith. The rest of his family and community must have thought that he was nuts.

As a result of his decision, we have come to understand Abraham as the father of the faithful, and his story and his example live on in the bible and is part of a foundation for what helps build our own faith.

In a lot of instances, when you have faith in something, that means you believe something to be true and accurate, even if it’s not quantifiable. It’s not something that you can take to a lab and measure it, or methodically test it. But rather, you have to have the confidence in a claim to be true, simply based on what God or the bible says and asserts.

In Hebrews chapter 11, we get the memory scripture reference that helps us to wrap our minds around just what faith is.

Heb 11:1 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for [we believe it to be true], the evidence of things not seen.

If it was seen, or witnessed, or tested, or you name it. It wouldn’t necessarily be faith. It would just be an eyewitness account or an observation or demonstration of fact, or something like that.

 2 For by it [that’s this faith we are talking about] the elders obtained a good testimony.
 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

This is the classic definition of faith. 

INTRO

If we were to drive down a little deeper, we might crack open this concept of faith just a little bit more. 

If we are thinking about parts of our religion and what we have faith in, how do we know what is reliable and what is not. For example, in the story of Abraham that we started off with, we believe that this is a true story. That is the case with me. And that means, that I believe that Abraham was a literal human being, that walked on our earth – just over in the greater middle east, and he did what the bible said that he did. He had an experience with God. He understood that God was the one true God, and he left all that he knew at the direction of God’s instructions to have a unique relationship with Him.

But how would we know this? We weren’t there. They is no archology that we could point to. You can’t go tour his tent. There is no Abraham theme park where you can see his bones and read his diary or view videos of his life. Nothing like that at all.

Since there is nothing physical, no outside collaborative evidence, we rather take it on faith that what the bible said is true and accurate. Despite no solid physical evidence, we believe that part of the bible. That is one way of looking at faith.

Reasonable people could look at that story, and choose, instead, not to believe it to be true. They would say – “Well listen, that’s great that your bible says that it’s true, but I see no collaborative, outside evidence. I see nothing that, in my mind, would prove this to be true. Therefore, I choose not to believe it”.

There is always that conflict with religion. Ours included.


Today, I thought it might be fun to come at this from a perspective that you might not have considered. Yes, our religion and belief system does require faith. There is no doubt about that. But, there are also some really core parts of our religion that require, maybe surprisingly, a lot less faith that you might think.

That’s kind of a weird way of looking at our belief system!

But there are some parts of our region that we consider bedrock beliefs that actually have quite of a bit of supporting evidence to them. And, in turn, maybe don’t require as much faith, simply because they are provable and testable. And they do have outside physical evidence that reasonable people – even people that have no interest in Christianity, would say – “Yes, this evidence collaborates these parts of the bible”.

I’m going to be referencing a book throughout the message today. It’s called “The Bedrock of Christianity”, and it’s by Justin Bass. The author has done the scholarly research and has shown that some bedrock, foundational parts of Christianity have been demonstratively proven behind a reasonable doubt. And that over 99 percent of scholars in the fields of religious studies, history and ancient literature – whether they are Christian, or even religious at all – over 99 percent of professors, scholars and leaders in their field agree in some claims that the bible makes – specifically around the life and death of Jesus Christ, and the experiences that the disciples claimed to have afterwards.

And by 99%, I mean quite literally 99%. The author goes to lengths to show that of the experts in those fields, there are only one or two outliners in the last hundred years, out of hundreds of experts, that differ.

Now, these same scholars might not agree on what these things mean. And they definitely are not in agreement on any sort of spiritual consensus behind these factual events. But they agree that they literally happened.

As a result, we can save our faith for other things, so to speak. Or maybe put another way, we can have extreme confidence that Jesus Christ was a literal person, who walked on this earth. And that many events of His life and the results of His followers as recorded in the bible, are true, accurate, and beyond any reasonable doubt.

And maybe that claim might surprise you a little bit. 

I know for me, I’m so used to getting my defenses up, that I don’t always call to mind the things which are easily agreed upon.

But it is really quite remarkable some of the reliable information we have about Jesus Christ, especially when you compare to other events and people of the ancient world. A great example is Emperor Tiberius Ceaser.

He reigned from AD 13-37. We have some surviving coins with his face on it. And some artwork and some busts. There is no dispute among any scholars that this person was real and existed. None what so ever. But in terms of actual biographies and written accounts of his life – there’s actually not a lot of high-quality information that has survive to modern times. The closest was written almost 100 years after he died. 

To quote from Bass’s book, he points out something remarkable, something that I want us to hold in our minds as we go through the message today.

“Tiberius was the most powerful man in the world of his day. Jesus was one of the poorest, belonging to the peasant class as a Jewish carpenter. He even died the most shameful death, a slaves’ death, on a cross during Tiberius’s reign. Yet, we have far more reliable written sources and closer to the time of Jesus’s actual life and death than this Ceasar of Rome.”

Let’s just let that sit for a second.

And it’s not just the bible – although the bible is a great source as we are going to see today. We also have more secular, nearly contemporary sources about Jesus than we do of one of the most powerful rulers of the known world at that time.

The fall of Jerusalem, in 70 AD – one of the most important events in Jewish history. In all of the surviving eyewitness accounts of that war – we have exactly one source that has survived.

On the other hand, about many parts of Jesus’s life and crucifixion, we have nearly half a dozen sources. Quite a difference.


CORE SCRIPTURE

Let’s jump into the nitty gritty, shall we?

I’d like if we could turn back to 1 Corinthians chapter 15.

In determining the bedrock foundation of Christianity that has been proven beyond doubt, 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is probably the most important section of scripture in the entire bible. If you are someone, like me, that likes to color code or highlight parts of your bible – this should definitely be tagged.

As we head back there, let’s orient ourselves to the purpose of the book of 1 Corinthians. As in, why was Paul writing it? This letter has a lot of correction in it from Paul, of course, about specific issues in that church. But it also has a couple of really important sections in it that are much broader and form a core part of our understanding far beyond specific issues in that church. A great example - the resurrection chapter in the latter half of chapter 15. This book also has details about the Passover service, showing that it was still happening. It had discussions of sectarism. Really a treasure trove of information. 

But also, there is something else in this book that is significant for our purposes today.

1 Corinthains 15:1 - Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand,
 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you--unless you believed in vain.

Let’s pause here briefly.

Both books of Corinthians, along with Galatians and Romans, are universally confirmed to be written by the Apostle Paul by nearly every scholar in the last 200 years. Not all of the letters in the bible that bear his name are so unilaterally attested to, but these four are.

As a result, these are important books from a historical perspective, in addition to a spiritual perspective. We usually read through these books, chapters and verses from a spiritual point of view. And of course, that’s good and right and what we are supposed to do.

But if you are piecing together historical eyewitnesses to an event, regardless of what that event is, you want sources that are as close to that time frame as possible. 

And in this section, Paul is going to do something that researchers dream about. In defending himself and his actions, he is going to summarize and formally state things that are believed and taught at that time. And what people experienced. And these observations were very close to when the events actually happened. It isn’t like the biography sketches of Tiberius Ceaser from 100 years after he died. This is very close to the event.

Verses 3 through 7 specifically, are often called the creedal tradition. If you’ve never heard that before, that’s no big deal, that’s just a fancy way of saying that what Paul is going to reiterate in these next few verses is codifying commonly known information into scripture. He is taking information that was passed on orally, and formalizing it in written form. I think you’ll see what I mean. This is the Apostle Paul to the church at Corinth.

3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received [this is info that Paul received, from somebody, and then ensured that he then passed it on]: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,
 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.
 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present [go talk to them if you want], but some have fallen asleep.
 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. [The creedal tradition ends here, but let’s continue]
 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.
 9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

There is a lot to parse through here in these short verses, but they are important for many different reasons. First, in verse three, we have two technical terms. In our English bibles it says that Paul delivered what he received. 

Those terms are associated with a formal passing on of teaching. The Cultural Study Bible brings out that this is in reference to the teacher passing on to the student. Whose job it was to then go out and teach it to the next group. It’s formalizing information for the purpose of passing it on. The modern-day equivalent would be if you went to a trade school to become a master, you would continue to deliver your knowledge and skillset, which you received in training, to the next batch of apprentices that you were instructing. That would be a formal part of your job.

This is the opposite of like passing on gossip. Like, “oh, you’ll never guess what I heard”. Instead, it’s a formalized process from teacher to student for the purpose of passing important teaching to the next generation.

A great example of this in other parts of the bible could be 1 Thessalonians chapter 2 and verse 13. I’ll just read this verse.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 -  For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

This is talking about the formal receiving of spiritual training in an organized way. And in this section of 1 Corinthians, it’s the same thing. Paul received information formally, for the purpose of re-transmitted it formally.

This letter is dated to the 50s, but scholars say that verses 3 through 7 specifically, or the creed that Paul was passing on, dates much earlier, as early as a less than a decade after Christ’s death, and possibly within just a few years.

But where would have Paul received this information in order to pass it on?

We know more about Paul in the first 30 years of the Christian movement, than any other character. His life was well documented in the scriptures. Often times, it’s because he is defending himself from detractors, and therefore has to go through his experience and credentials, in order to validate the authority he is claiming.

Let’s head back to Galatians chapter 1.

Here is one of those sections where Paul is defending himself, and one of the side effects of defending himself is that he is documenting his life for us to read and study today. 

Galatians 1:11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.
 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Paul is laying down some groundwork here. He goes on to recount his history. He was an enemy of Jesus and His followers. Until he had a miraculous conversion.

Galatians 1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days.
 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord's brother.

Thanks to the great details in Paul’s letters, we can date this meeting to roughly 37 AD, or about 5 years after Christ died. The events of Jesus’s death and resurrection are still very fresh in Peter and James’s mind. 

It’s during this meeting where most scholars assume that Paul officially received the creedal traditional, that he then, formally, started to pass on to others. In talking with Peter and James, he was able to validate some important information about the life of Jesus Christ and what happened after He was killed, that took place before he was converted, back when he was still an enemy of Christians.


So if we bring all of these elements together, we have a few foundational, bedrock items that everyone can agree on. Those bedrock items include:

1: Christ was an actual person, lived and walked like a regular person.
2: Christ was killed, via crucifixion, at the hands of the Romans.
3: After He was killed, his followers claimed to see an empty tomb and see Him again, alive.

These three claims, are nearly universally agreed upon as true by scholars – again, regardless of their religious affiliation or if they have any religious belief at all. Just based on the evidence that survives today, these three parts are no longer debated. They are considered accurate and true.

CHRIST DEATH

Let’s dive into a couple of these in more detail. First, Christ’s death.

The death of Jesus Christ is captured in all four gospel accounts. Peter also recaps in Acts as well. But let’s go to Mark chapter 15. We are jumping into the thread here, but by recounting these events every Passover, we should be very familiar with the series of events in the last days and hours of Jesus’s Christ’s physical life on the earth.

He’s taken by night. Given a bit of a phony trial. Finally here in chapter 15, Jesus Christ arrives at the doorstep of Pilate, who knows that he’s caught in some sort of a political minefield. Let’s pick it up in verse 12, and let’s notice the details that are described.

Mark 15:12 Pilate answered and said to them again, "What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?"
 13 So they cried out again, "Crucify Him!"
 14 Then Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more, "Crucify Him!"
 15 So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be crucified.

Dropping down to verse 24.

Mark 15:24 And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them to determine what every man should take.
 25 Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him.

The Romans did not invent this method of capital punishment, but by many accounts, they somewhat perfected it. Crucifixion did not come to a complete end in the Roman empire until Emperor Constantine, when he, in a twist of irony, converted to Christianity. After he converted, he put an end to the practice of crucifixions.

For most of time, we only knew that Jews were crucified by the Romans through the few writings that survived. The bible, of course, is one of them, but there are a small number of outside sources. It wasn’t until 1968, that physical evidence was uncovered that validated these writing. In that case, they found an ossuary that contained the bones of someone with the Hebrew name Yehohanan. In the first century, when Jews died, they were buried in a rock cut tomb – just like what we read about with Jesus. Then later, they would collect the bones and put into small box called an ossuary. Inside the box of Yehohana, was an ankle bone in which a nail was driven. To date, it’s still the only physical evidence of a crucifixion victim ever discovered, and it helps to validate exactly what the scriptures said happened Jesus. You can go see it at the Jerusalem Museum. 

Within 150 years of Christ’s death, we have 10 sources claiming Jesus died this way. 6 are in the bible, but 4 are outside in independent historical documents.


CHRIST RESSURECTION AND APPEARANCE

Well, what about the claims of Christ resurrection and appearance?

Let’s stay in Mark, but go a little further to chapter 16. We could have picked any of the gospels. In fact, I love the account in Matthew where the soldiers try to tell the people what they saw, and instead of that account giving them pause, the Jewish leaders double down and just bribe them to be quiet. How much more of an independent confirmation could you get?

But in Mark, we have examples of Jesus appearing multiple times in a short succession.

Mark 16:9 - Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.

So many remarkable things about Jesus appearing first to Mary Magdalene, but we’ll leave that here as an asterisks.

 10 She went and told those who had been with Him, as they mourned and wept.
 11 And when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe.

 12 After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the country.
 13 And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe them either.

 14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

Pretty remarkable.

Let’s go to one other account, this time written in Acts chapter 10. What is unique about this one, is that Peter is talking to Cornelius, a gentile. Cornelius was not familiar with what had happened, so Peter has to lay it out for him. And as a result, we get documentation here of the account.

Acts 10:36 "The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ--He is Lord of all--
 37 "that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached:
 38 "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.
 39 "And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree.
 40 "Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly,
 41 "not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.

We should be careful and be clear that scholars do not necessarily believe that Jesus was resurrected. There, of course, is nowhere close to any sort of consciences on that. But rather there is unanimous agreement, that Paul and the Apostles believed that they saw a resurrected Jesus Christ.

Well, you might think, isn’t that sort of a cop out?

It’s interesting to note that we have solid, extra biblical evidence of three early followers being martyred for their beliefs. Peter, James and Paul. We also have some evidence for James the brother of Jesus as well. There are traditions for others, but those we have reasonable evidence. All four of those people are mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15, in that creedal tradition, as personally seeing Jesus Christ post resurrection. All four of those were martyred for that belief.

So it’s not just this casual belief – “Yeah, I may have seen something, but it was dark and I was tired”. No, it nothing like that. In the case of these people, they went to their graves, all the way to the end, professing that what they saw was true. Jesus Christ died, was resurrected, and they personally saw Him.

There is no debate among scholars and leaders in this field – these people truly believed that Jesus came back to life. They saw Him. They ate with Him. They touched Him. It was no mirage. It was no dream. It was as real as their own life.

WIND DOWN

One other area I wanted to draw out, is found back in Acts chapter 5. There are bedrock parts of the life and death of Jesus Christ that we can have rock solid assurances in. But even after Jesus ascended into heaven, something else remarkable and unique happened.

Acts 5:17 - Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation,
 18 and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison.

Ok, just to reset the stage in our minds. This is early church. After Pentecost. The apostles are fired up. They went from this terrible low, after Jesus died, to this tremendous high – now seeing that Jesus was resurrected and alive. And they can’t help but proclaim this to everyone. And the religious leaders of the day aren’t having it. They thought they were finally done with this Jesus character, but if anything, it’s actually picking up steam.

Acts 5:33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them.
 34 Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel (guh·may·lee·uhl), a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while.
 35 And he said to them: "Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men.
 36 "For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing.
 37 "After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed.
 38 "And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing;
 39 "but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it--lest you even be found to fight against God."

This was good advice. We know from historical documents that have survived that there were at least 12 messianic movements between 40 BC and AD 135. In every one of those instances, all of the movements came to an abrupt end when the leader was killed. After all, if your leader is the savior to physically deliver you from your enemies – then dies at the hand of said enemies, well, that kind of puts an end to it.

And the same thing could be applied here. Jesus was dead. If He was just a man that made a lot of unfulfilled promises, then just give it a little bit of time. The whole movement will disperse and died out. Just like all of the others. 

But something was different here, was it not?

Jesus Christ was no mere pretender with wild plans and a fever pitched following. When He died, His core supporters probably could have filled a pretty small room. For a group that made up way less than 1% of the population of the Romain Empire, who would have thought that in a few hundred years 90% of the Roman Empire would change and believe in a Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who died, and now lives.

Author Justin Bass in Bedrock Christianity points out the Christianity is unique in that it’s the only world religion that we know of that was barely alive when the founder was alive, and then exploded when the founder died. 

CONCLUSION

In putting everything together, what is the message that we can take home with us today. I want to head to 2 Timothy chapter 3 to put all we have talked about today into some perspective.

2 Timothy 3:1 - But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:

The Apostle Paul goes on to mention some of the human condition that will be dominant towards the end of man’s rule on Earth. And as you would expect, we humans, will make a mess of things. But what is the antidote for this? How can we prevent ourselves from falling into this trap?

2 Timothy 3:10 - But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance,
 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra--what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me.
 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.
 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them,

This is a timeless call to action. Not just those individuals that Paul was directing this letter. Not just to those that he physically taught as he delivered what he received. But for all of us.

 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Before we get to the memory scripture, we are culminating in all of these factors together. Promises that God has given us. Stories that teach us lessons about how to live. Examples of right and wrong. Wisdom that comes from above. Scriptures of humans no different from ourselves, struggling with problems the same as us.

 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

What is our take away from today?

I know for me, in preparing this message, one major takeaway is that God is not asking the unreasonable from us. He is not asking us to just accept wild claims that have no basis in reality. He’s not asking us to swallow tales as old as time, that make us the laughing stock of those around us.

But rather, He is asking us to walk to a final destination by following the streetlights that shine along the path.

We might not be able to see every single step in the trip. We might not know all of the details of the destination before we get there. But He has given us an outline, a map, resources along the way, and a family to take the journey with.

He has given us prophecy, both that has been fulfilled in the past, and also that will be fulfilled in the future, so that we can have confidence that God is in control.

He has given us a way of life that works, so that we can have confidence that His way is the right way.

He has given us physical artifacts that can be dug out of the ground to verify what the bible claims is true. Not as many as we want, but not an insignificant amount either, so that we can have confidence in the accuracy of the bible text.

And as we covered today, He has given us eyewitness accounts that have been verified and validated by friends and enemies of Christianity alike, so that we can have confidence in life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

At the end of the day, God still requires us to have faith. Faith that what He has said is true, and what He says will happen is accurate and reliable. We still have to believe it, down in our core being.

But some things we can be assured of, knowing that experts that study these things for a living, or have committed their lives in researching, all agree with us in our belief of a few bedrock items.

Jesus Christ came to this earth and walked among the people. This is provable and true. That He was the Son of God requires faith.

Jesus Christ was killed. Was crucified. He was buried. This is provable and true. That He was resurrected requires faith.

That many people went to their own grave, through torture and were unrelenting in the fact that they personally saw the resurrected Jesus Christ. This is provable and true.

That we also will be resurrected and be given the opportunity to live in God’s family forever – this requires faith.

The streetlights have been lit all the way down the trail. Now we just trust in the path and walk by faith.

To end, let’s finish where we started. With Abraham’s example. Let’s go back to Genesis chapter 15 for our final scripture.

Genesis 15:5 Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."

What a wild claim. Abraham had no way of fact checking this one. No way of digging up an artifact to confirm. No way to cross reference with other source. Nothing at all.

 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

Brethren, let us kindle the fire within each other to increase our faith in God’s promises. Let us build on top of the bedrock foundation of things that are provable and testable, for the benefit of things which are not. And let us strengthen our resolve towards God’s wonderful plan for all.

