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Personal Identity
Sermonette – Originally Given 8/30/14 in Columbia, MD, UCG, 
Updated 5/11/2024 NoVa UCG

SPS: We should, first and foremost, identify ourselves as Christians above everything else.

I was hoping for some audience participating for the start of this sermonette today. Definitely the kids can help out with this one. I would you to describe me. It’s the Sabbath, so you have to be extra nice. I brought up this whiteboard so that I can jot down some of the things people say. If someone asked you to describe me, what are some one-word attributes that you would use? You could say balding, as an example. Super cruel, but just quick and simple attributes that describe me.

[Get some from the crowd]

This has been on my mind lately because I am going to a conference next week. And if you’ve ever been to a conference, or a work event, or joined a new club at school, or anytime you are in a group with new people, you have to give a little speal on who you are. And you can’t say – well, let’s sit down for 45 minutes as I explain my life story. 

No, it’s got to be quick simple sound bites that help people get the context of who you are, what you are about, how it relates to them, etc.

Next week, I’m going to have a million little interactions that go something like this.

“Oh hi. My name is Mike. I work for such and such. What is your name? Who do you work for? What is your role there?” Etc, etc, etc. Over and over again. You have to give enough context in just a little sound bite.

Now, I want to head back to Jonah. Every time I read through Jonah, I come across this section of scriptures and I just love it. It’s one of the reasons Jonah is my favorite book, because it’s filled with these little tasty tidbits scattered throughout the story.

Now we are going to be jumping into the story in Jonah 1, but we know all about the prophet Jonah. Everyone knows the story of Jonah. [Ask one of the kids to summarize it] He’s running from an assignment given to him by God. He goes in a boat and tries to go the literal opposite direction. God sends a storm and the boat becomes threatened. 

The rest of the people on the boat realize that something supernatural is happening, and they suspect that someone, some individual on the boat was being divinely punished. These are not rookie sailors in this boat. That’s what they did for a living. They knew something was not right. This wasn’t just a little storm. This wasn’t just a fluke weather thing. This was something else. And to get to the root of the problem, the crew members decide to go and investigate the passengers, identify them, find out their story, and see if they are the cause.

So in verse 7, they’ve cast lots and all signs point to Jonah as the cause of the problem. Let’s jump into the story in verse 8:

Jonah 1:8 Then they said to him, "Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?"

So basically – who are you, what do you do? Where do you come from, etc. All of the basic questions you would ask to get a sense of someone. It’s a way to quickly get a handle on someone and their identity. But notice how Jonah answers, because he doesn’t really answer the questions as they give it.

Jonah 1:9 So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew; [and then get this] and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land."

Jonah identifies himself as a Hebrew, but also as a follower of the one true God in heaven. And even the Hebrew part, wasn’t just about a nationality, but since gods, in that time period, were often thought of as regional deities, Jonah was also giving context to who his God was.

Jonah, in the heat of this trial, as he is giving context of who he is, and what he is all about, the first thing that comes to his mind, as he is explaining himself, is in the context of his God. That’s the first and most important part of his identity.

Have we ever introduced ourselves like that? I haven’t. And if you did, maybe you might get a few eyebrows raised in your direction. 

Next week, at my conference, I would never have thought to say, “Hi, my name is Mike. I am a Christian. Follower of the one true God and member of the Northern Virgina United Church of God”. If I did that, I’m sure it would raise a few eyebrows. That wouldn’t have come to my mind as the most important part of my identity that I would like to get across.

If I only had a quick couple of seconds to give someone context of who I am, and what I’m all about, I wouldn’t go there.

The point I’d like to bring out in this sermonette today is a simple reminder: Our identity should be first and foremost, of a Christian, following God’s way of life.

That doesn’t mean we literally have to introduce ourselves that way. But rather that’s how we think about ourselves internally. And as a result, how we interact with everyone else we come in contact with. 

I might not make any new business sales next week, but I hope to leave everyone that I interact with, the impression that I am an honest, kind, straight forward individual. I speak with integrity.

In other words, I want to re-arrange the position of things on this board.

[go back to the board, erase and reorganize]

What about you? What is your spiritual identity? Are we someone that is a Christian, first and foremost? Someone that clearly displays the principals found in the bible?

I want to head back to one other example in Acts chapter 6.At the start of chapter 1 we get a complaint that one of the physical needs of the church are being neglected. And they need to organize and find some helpers that can jump in and take care of that problem. But how would you find the right people for that job?

 3 "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;

The Greek words for good reputation also mean “an honest report” or a “clear testimony” of the Holy Spirit and wisdom in their lives. In other words – pick people that have the identity as Christians and servants – who are clearly demonstrated to be worthy.

Those individuals selected in Acts 6 may not have introduced themselves by saying, “Hi, I’m Stephen, Christian and follower of the resurrected Jesus Christ”. But they didn’t have to – because their identity was clearly known to all those around them.

In conclusion, hopefully the next time we put on a name badge, at least in our minds, let it be clear from the start, and for all of those around us, that our spiritual identifies of a Christian and a follower of God’s way is the first and most important characteristics about us. 
