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Plant Trees for the Long Haul
Sermonette – Originally given 7/01/2023 – UCG NoVa

SPS: Commit yourself to the Christian life for the long haul.

INTRO

Good afternoon everyone. There is a familiar section of scripture back in Luke chapter 14 that I would like to cover today. We have probably read it a thousand times, but I’d like to look at it through a slightly different lens today and see if we can draw out some ideas to consider.

SCRIPTURE

Luke chapter 14 is filled with Christ’s teaching on several different topics, but we are going to pick up the thread in verse 25 in chapter 14. Leading up to this point there is a variety of principals that Jesus Christ expands on. Verse 15 is the parable of the Great Supper, and in that parable, we have all of these people making excuses as to why they can’t come to this feast. Essentially, they had their priorities in the wrong place. Then in verse 25, which is where we are going to pick it up, Jesus really expands on this concept. It’s not just where your priorities lie, but how you focus your entire life.

This is titled “Leaving All to Follow Christ” in my bible. It might be same in yours, or perhaps referenced by the main theme – counting the cost. This is one of the core scriptures used in baptism counseling, and there is no doubt as to why.

Luke 14:25 - Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them,
 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother [we understand that to mean to love less by comparison], wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
 27 "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

Already we are getting this concept of a personal investment in becoming a following of Christ.

 28 "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it --
 29 "lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
 30 "saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.'
 31 "Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?
 32 "Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace.
 33 "So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.

It’s interesting to me that the word count, in count the cost has the underlying meaning of using pebbles in enumeration. Like you are gathering pebbles or sticks together to kind of see what you got. Like to count the total amount thereof. It’s only used in one other spot in the bible, and that is back in Revelation 13:18 where it says – “Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is six hundred and sixty-six. “

Meaning that you aren’t literally counting until you hit the number six hundred and sixty-six, but rather you are gathering together the components of the evidence until you reach a conclusion. Likewise, here in Luke, it’s not that you are literally walking down the aisles of Lowes counting the 2 x 4s to make sure you have enough raw material to build your tower, but rather you have made a mental consolidation of all of the investment required to complete the task, and you have made that decision based on all of the evidence that you have gathered.

You can clearly see why this is used in the context of baptism. The idea is that you need to understand the terms of the contract before you are able to commit to a relationship, because it’s not just a one time event that you do, and then forget about. Rather, it’s a commitment to a change of who you are for the longest of long terms.

POINT

That could be a perspective of this scripture that might be lost. This counting of the cost, is not just a one-time event. Just like how the commander has to continually take stock of his army throughout the campaign, counting the cost of our relationship with Jesus Christ should be an ongoing endeavor.

When we commit to follow God’s way of life, part of the cost is understanding the ongoing investment that is required of being a Christian.

What is another way could think about this?

COLOR

Well, I’d like you to consider the Lake Island of Visingso [vi sing so] Sweden. Never heard of it? I wouldn’t blame you for this. It’s a fairly small region of Sweden that is unique for a specific reason.

Sweden, of course, if you can remember back to your geography lessons, has a lot of coast line to protect. And in the early 1830s they were part of the devastating Napoleonic Wars [na pole eee on ick]. It did not go well for Sweden as they were on the wrong side of the outcome. 

During those wars, they realized that having some dominance of their coast line was going to be imperative for their long-term survival. So they decided, as a nation, to commit to an extremely long term investment. In talking about counting the costs, this one definitely qualifies. On the Lake Island of Visingso, Sweden, they started to plant trees. Lots of trees. Over the next 10 years, over 300,000 oak trees were planted.

The reasoning was, that if you are going to have any form of sea dominance, you are going to need some boats. And to make the best boats of the day, you needed long, straight, powerful trees. From slow growing hard woods trees. 

So as a nation, they committed themselves to this tremendous investment. That investment wasn’t just the initial planting costs, but also, the maintenance, the upkeep, etc, for years and years. They did this knowing full well that it would be more than a generation before they could reap the benefits.

SCRIPTURE

Thinking about counting the cost in our relationship with God, not just as a one time investment, but as a continual evaluation for the rest of our lives, should make some scriptures land just a little differently. Let’s notice one in 2 Timothy chapter 2.

2 Timothy 2:1 - You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. [keep it going and spreading]
 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Endure hardship. Work through it. Grow with it.

 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.
 6 The hard-working farmer must be first to partake of the crops.

All of these events and actions portraying the fact that it’s a continual, ongoing process that require investment over the long haul.

A little more than a year ago, we wanted to start building Lucas’s credit file. In today’s society, your credit score is such a huge part of your life. And one of the biggest parts of your credit score is your length of credit accounts, meaning the longer your accounts are open, the better. So in trying to think ahead, we opened some joint accounts together. Trying generally to consider actions that we could take now, and over the next several years, so that when he is ready to actually use credit, he’ll be better set up for success. That can be a double-edged sword, of course, of misusing credit. So in both cases, both building the credit and understanding how to use it appropriately, we have to start several years before those investments can come full circle to reinforce good habits and behaviors. 

And that’s just something as temporary as credit score. Something that is for all eternity requires much more investment and planning and re-evaluations.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, let’s head back to our Island in Scandinavia.

The crazy thing about our friends in Sweden is that after this tremendous investment, by the time it came to harvest the trees, these remarkably tall and straight trees … they didn’t need them anymore. The construction of boats changed a lot in 150 years and it moved away from wood to metal then steel. 

In the end, they successfully counted the costs for that project, but invested in the wrong goal.

Back in our starting scripture, Jesus Christ looked around at these multitudes, and saw people all over the spectrum in terms of their commitment. Some were just curious to hear the new thing of the day. Others took it to heart. And in the midst of this, He pointed out that if you are serious about this, you have to invest like never before. 

27 "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

Such a tremendous investment. Such a tremendous reward that awaits.

Let us fully count the costs of our own investment, knowing that it goes for a goal and a promise that can never be obsolete. Let us count the cost, wholeheartedly commit, and invest continually in our relationship with God.


