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Counterfeit 
Sermonette – Originally given October 22, 2022, UCG NoVa – Britt’s Last Sabbath

SPS: Study the genuine so that you can be better prepared for the counterfeit

INTRO

Have you ever noticed something that didn’t seem quite right? Something that, maybe from a distance, or from a passing glance, looking normal, but then once you got a closer or a hands-on review of it – you realized that something was off. Was just a little bit wrong. 

Maybe you could think back to the last time you saw the genuine article and compare it to what you see before you. But, you know, there are some challenges there. Memories can fade over time. Maybe the lighting was different, the scale was different, whatever is the case, and you start to second guess yourself. Because in a lot of cases, it can be hard to tell the genuine from the counterfeit. 

This applies just as much to spiritual concepts as it does to physical goods. You don’t have to turn back there, but it brings to my mind the story of Moses and Aaron first confronting Pharoah about letting the Israelites go in Exodus chapter 7. And Pharaoh has to make a determination if this God that Moses is talking is the real deal, or if Moses is some counterfeit that is just trying to get his extended relatives out of slavery.

Moses and Aaron, you remember the story, throw down their rods and they turned into snakes. Whoa. Ok. That’s looks pretty convincing to me.

But then, as you remember, Pharaoh’s minions toss their sticks down and the same thing happens. And they were to go on and duplicate some the next couple of signs and wonders too.

Well, that’s confusing! Which one is the real God here? Which is the counterfeit? How can you tell?

SCRIPTURE

Let’s turn back to Matthew chapter 7. I’ve thought about this passage over the years and it’s always made me wonder a bit.

Matt 7:15 - "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

Sheep’s clothing, of course, meaning that they have the appearance of a regular old person. Nothing to be alarmed about here. Just hanging out with the rest of my sheep buddies.

 16 "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?
 17 "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
 18 "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.
 19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
 20 "Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

Ok. This seems pretty straight forward. There are attributes and characteristics that you can use to determine if something is the real deal. Someone may say that they have a Picasso painting, but if you see that it’s crayons on notebook paper, you’d immediately be skeptical. If someone says that they are a church member, and they come every week in nice clothes, turn to all of the scriptures, but then walks out of church to the shrimp festival on the Sabbath – well, that might have you scratching your head. But it goes on.

 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, … 

Wait a second. They are calling on the name of the Lord? This is where it starts to get a little trickier.

 21 (cont) … but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
 22 "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'
 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

I’ve never cast out demons. I’ve never done any, let alone many, wonders. If I was standing next to people that were doing the same, in the name of Jesus Christ especially, I would certainly be at risk of misidentifying them. How could you not? How can someone that is doing all of these wonderful things be a counterfeit Christian?

And when it comes to making that determination, it’s not for the purposes of judging them, or something like that, but rather to ensure that you yourself aren’t drawn away or mislead by something contrary to God’s way.

Because at the end of the day, we want to be anchored on the true, genuine word of God. To have true, meaningful relationships. To seek after true, righteous character. To cling on to true treasure, refined in fire.

COLOR

I am sure that you have heard of how the US Secret Service trains to detect counterfeit currency. When the Secret Service was initially founded in 1865, they had the primary task of detecting and minimize counterfeit money. And they had a big job ahead of them, because shortly after the Civil Way, it was estimated that anywhere from one-third to one-half of cash in circulation at that time was bogus. Now, the most recent estimates are that less than .01 percent of the money in circulation right now is counterfeit – and almost all of that is overseas.

How did the Secret Service get that number down? Of course, education, technology advancements, better law enforcement tactics, and the like – all of those play a large roll. But the biggest way is how they train agents to detect counterfeit bills.

They do it by getting intimately familiar with the real bills. The touch and texture. The color. The engraving. The fold and bend of them. Maybe they even taste them, I don’t know. But they have such an expert understanding that when they come across a fake bill in the wild, they intuitively know that something is wrong. Perhaps even fell it before they even know the exact details of what was forged, they just know that something is not quite right.

POINT

The point that I would like to emphasize today is that the counterfeit is everywhere. There are counterfeit goods, counterfeit religions, counterfeit ideas, counterfeit relationships, you name it. The best way to ensure you have the genuine, it to become intimately knowledgeable about the real thing – so that you can spot the imposter a mile away. And once you sure that have the real deal, hold fast to it like the treasure that it is.

Let’s notice a classic example in Acts with the Bereans. This is Acts chapter 17, and starting in verse 10. This is right on the heal of Paul in Thessalonica where his message didn’t go over well with some – to the point of them stalking around trying beat them. Notice this contrast.

Acts 17:10 - Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.
 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and [get this] searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.
 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.

Was the message that Paul brought truth or counterfeit? The only way to tell was to dig into the scriptures as the Bereans did. It’s the template for us to follow at a spiritual level. And an example for us to incorporate into our own lives. 

CONCLUSION

For the last four years, we have been very blessed to have a great spiritual leader and a wonderful, genuine family among us. Not all Christian communities or churches have that opportunity, so hopefully we didn’t take it for granted.

The job is on each of us personally to dive into the bible and have it become second nature. But having true, genuine leadership makes the difficult path a little easier to trot. I’m very thankful for what the Britts brought to Northern Virginia, and, I’m going to miss Lalania … and others.

Let us continually dive into the bible to really incorporate God’s word into our lives. To really have an understanding of His way of life so that it becomes second nature. That way if we are confronted by a counterfeit religion – even one performing signs and wonders – we are well prepared to detect the true from the false. Let us hold fast to the true and genuine – true character, true values, true friendships … even those that decide to move several states away. 

[Pause]

Some of the more eagle-eyed observers in the audience may have noticed that there is something a little different about me today. I made a small change to test you and see if you could determine what was fake verses reality. 

Of course, the fake part … [reach up] … is … [point to handkerchief] … this handkerchief of course! It’s made out of paper, it’s completely fake. But I knew I couldn’t fool any of you here today. You are just too keen.

This is the ridiculous stuff. Let’s not be fooled on the stuff that matters.

Know the true, hold to the true, cherish the true.

