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Millennium Bananas
Sermonette – Originally given October 24, 2020, NoVa UCG

SPS – Every time you look at a banana, think about how the millennium rule of Jesus Christ will change everything.

It’s been just a few short weeks since we returned from celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles and the 8th day. This year was a very unusual year for most. We went out to Bend Oregon and kept the feast there with Sarah’s whole family, although the physical feast site ended up being canceled.

Even through it was an unusual feast, we were able to tune into the webcast and try to incorporate the festival messages the best we could. I would venture a guess, though, that even if you were able to keep the feast in the most perfect way possible and had the best feast of your life, it’s still very hard to keep that vision of the millennium in your mind once you return back to home base and slide back into the routine of life.

I mean the vision of the millennium can be so foreign, so distant, that it can be hard to keep it in the forefront of our minds. For example, let’s re-read one of the hopeful scriptures in Amos chapter 9 as we jog our memories of what it will be like.

Amos 9:13 "Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "When the plowman shall overtake the reaper, And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; The mountains shall drip with sweet wine, And all the hills shall flow with it.
 14 I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them.
 15 I will plant them in their land, And no longer shall they be pulled up From the land I have given them," Says the LORD your God.

What a wonderful change will take place, and will have to take place in order for this to come scripture to be fulfilled. In these three short verses, it’s taking about peace and safety. It’s talking about great abundance. Rebuilding and restoration. It’s a great promise for us to look forward to.

But again, as we are living in the here and now, how can we keep this vision in our minds today? This promise of a better future. 

Well, I’d like to give you an example of how completely the world will be changed by looked at it from the perspective of something very simple. And it all has to do with this little piece of fruit. This little humble banana. This is not a special banana. Although it is delicious. It’s just a regular, run of the mill banana – identical to what you would purchase in your local grocery store. I don’t mean similar; I truly do mean identical since all of these bananas are actually clones of one another. While you might spot a different variety or two in some specialty supermarkets, this banana, this Cavendish variety is sterile and is reproduced via cuttings of existing plants. They are all genetically identical to one another.


The history of this fruit is actually quite fascinating. Years ago, I read a book about bananas, and yes, I absolutely was mocked by my friends and family. But, I have to tell you that this fruit and the history thereof, is remarkably complex and interesting. It’s an old fruit, been around for most of recorded history, and crosses national and cultural boundaries like no other fruit. In fact, there are many scholars that suggest that the original fruit in the garden of Eden was actually the banana plant, and they have a wide variety of interesting proofs to their speculation. 


I don’t know if that’s true, but what I do know is that if you look at the lifecycle of this banana, it’s modern history and the current industry around commercial agricultural production of the fruit – you can really see how the changes Jesus Christ will implement in the millennium will require a complete overhaul of everything there is about this fruit.

What do I mean by that? Well, here is a quick and simple list of changes I thought of when considering how the commercial banana industry works to bring this tasty snack from the plant it grew on to your table or kitchen.

1 - Agricultural practices

The commercial banana industry, since it’s a cloned product that doesn’t have any built-in biodiversity, uses a ton of insecticide, fungicides and chemicals to protect the crop. It’s constantly listed as one of the higher toxic environments for workers.

2 – Land management

I mentioned the lack of bio diversity, but commercial farms require wide swaths of land clear cut and aggressively treated to make industrial banana farming possible. 

3 – Government corruption

The term “banana republic” obviously came from the banana industry and the corrupt practices that US based companies employed at that time. At the turn of the century, the major banana companies caused government overthrows in Honduras, Guatemala and contributed to instability across Central America for generations.

4 – Pests / bugs
5 – Shipping / Receiving 
6 – Breeding practices / GMO 

One of the reasons why all of the bananas you see in the store look like this banana, is because they are all genetically same. Unlike other fruit, like apples, that have a great abundance of commercial varieties, across the US, it’s almost exclusively this Cavendish. The previous variety, found until about the 1950s was the Gos Michel. However, it was susceptible to a fungus that wiped them out. The Cavendish was, at the time, found to be resistant to the fugus, easier to ship, and too longer to spoil, so banana companies just switched out the commercial varieties. In modern times, the fungus is now impacting this guy and they will likely also be wiped out before too long. Since they are all clones, there is no diversity and once the fungus gets into a grove, which it inevitably does, it’s over. The owners burn it to the ground in a futile attempt to keep it from spreading.

As a result, one of the biggest agricultural programs in the world deals with genetically adapting bananas. Not only traditional cross breeding, but most advanced GMO techniques that include splicing in genes from entirely different species of plants and animals. 

All in an effort to save this banana. And to come up with the replacement when this Cavendish variety goes extinct.


None of the ways that modern banana cultivation, production, and selling seems to fit with what will come in the future. And really, all the things that will change for the banana industry will probably be overlooked, because the changes that are in store for humanity will be so vast, so all encompassing, that destroying the environment and workers health for a fruit will seem outrageous and farfetched. Because the righteous rulership of Jesus Christ will thankfully extend to all corners of the Earth, including our food and agricultural systems.
Let’s notice this familiar section in Isaiah 65 – no doubt a passage read during the feast as few weeks ago.

Isa 65:19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, And joy in My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the voice of crying.
 20 "No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.
 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
 23 They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring with them.
 24 "It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will hear.
 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain," Says the LORD.

What the righteous rulership of Jesus Christ will bring about will be nothing short of remarkable, amazing, and fantastic. And it won’t come a day too soon.


In conclusion, once we leave the feast and return back to our normal routine, it can be difficult to keep a vision of the millennial rule of Jesus Christ fresh in our minds. It’s hard to look back on the scriptures in Amos and Isaiah and others, and really think about all of the changes that will be in place when Jesus Christ takes over and starts running things the right way.

If you do find yourself forgetting that vision. Or if you are having trouble keeping that future promise in your mind, then feel free to pick up a banana. It’s a wonderful thing, this silly little fruit. Mankind has harnessed this fantastic creation and made the industry a bit of mess along the way.

But just for a few seconds, think about all of the wonderful changes that are in store for this little piece of fruit and the people that eat it. Think about the changes to the land, workers in the field, pest control, business practices and so much more. Every part of the supply chain for this popular fruit will likely undergo changes.

All of these changes will only be possible when a righteous ruler in Jesus Christ returns to the Earth and gets things back in order. 

May God speed that day. Until then, let a banana jog your mind of what is to promised to come.
