Page | 19

Credentials
Sermon – Originally given August 19th, 2017, UCG Northern VA

SPS: What do our credentials say about us?

I'd like for you to look at these two fictional quotes that I have brought up here today. These are both completely made up, because I don't want the substance of the quote to impact how you evaluate a statement. As you are well aware, there are many attributes you might use, consciously and subconsciously, when evaluating a statement to be true or false. And even if you don't know if it's 100% true or 100% false, you still make determinations as to which one is more trustworthy, which one is more credible and which one has more weight than the other.

So I've eliminated as much as I could and used a fictional argument to help illustrate a concept that I'd like to talk about today. Which one of these statements is more credible?

"The cancerous mutation is caused by the deletion of the PAX5, EBF1 and ERG coactivator genes".

Does anyone have any idea what that is talking about? And then the second quote:

"No, the cancerous mutation is actually because of NF1, PTEN and RBI cell cycle gene failures".

Which one of these is more credible? Well, unless you happen to know a lot about cancer genetics, both of these seem about the same. They have the same weight, because there are no other factors that you can use to help establish credibility. But what if I reveal the author of the post. Because when the author is revealed, then you get the first bit of context that you can use to help identify authority and trustworthiness.

Again, this is fictional, but the first one here was a quote was published in the New England Journal of Science by Dr. Nancy DeBarier, PhD, MD and Chair of the Robert Salmond Center of Cancer Research Department at Harvard University School of Medicine. Ok, so that’s author and context of the first statement. 

The second post author is slightly different. Let’s reveal this one. It was a twitter response from: "cats4life_11215 ".

Now, when you reveal the authors and their credentials, which one of these statements appear to be more credible? Which one would you be more apt to rely upon? I think it's clear, at least I hope it's clear, that it's the individual that had recognizable, powerful and noteworthy credentials that you'd go with first.

There is a lot of information that can be conveyed through credentials. By their very nature, they give credence and support to the person making a claim. As a result, someone that has the right credentials has more credibility than someone that does not. And perhaps conversely, someone with the wrong credentials, bad credentials, or no credentials at all, is at a disadvantage when it comes to persuading others of their ideas and viewpoints.

At the start of the 10 Commandments, when God was about to unveil the 10 foundation principals of His law and way of life, He starts with a prefix that introduces His credentials. Let notice these just these two verses in Exodus chapter 20 and verses 1 and 2. It’s the same in Deuteronomy chapter 5 as well.

Ex 20:1 - And God spoke all these words, saying:
 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

It was important to start off the commandments with first setting the stage for who God is. The next three commandments, commandments one through three, all deal with ways that we think about God, worship God, treat God. Before those could be established, the groundwork of God and His credentials needed to be established.

In my mind, it’s a little bit like someone that is about to walk up on the stage and that is getting introduced. And their introduction isn’t just their name, but rather it’s the context and their credentials. 

Perhaps you can relate to this in other events you’ve been involved with or witnessed. You can see this from events like the Emmys, where each award presenter is introduced not just by their name, but their previous accomplishments. 

For me personally, I enjoy listing to Ted Talks. I think most people have heard of these types of talks. They’ve branched out over the years and have lots of regional conferences, but the original iteration of Ted Talks was an annual conference where highly qualified presenters give short speeches to a very distinguished audience of leaders from across the country. These presenters were the cream of the crop. We are talking about Jane Goodall, Al Gore, Billy Graham, Bill Gates, the Google Founders and many, many Nobel Prize winners. They were the leaders in their areas of focus.

But even so, even though most of them were household names, the very first thing that happens when a presenter is about ready to go on stage is that their name, and their credentials, are presented. After all, the audience might know who you are, but you still have to have the qualifications to prove that you know what you are talking about and that your ideas are worth listening to. 

Today, I would like to talk about credentials. In fact, I think a compelling case could be made that the Bible is primarily about this topic. After all, for us to have trust and confidence in God – whom we cannot see and cannot touch, then we need to have confidence in His credentials. That He is who He says He is. But God is not alone. In fact, there are others, alternatives to God, that are pushing their own brand of credentials to try and sway others into thinking that their ideas are also worth listening to as well.

And likewise, the bible lays out a foundation for what our credentials need to be - if we are to be kings and priests in the Kingdom still to come. That’s an exclusive club. And you better believe that only the folks with the right credentials will be allowed in through the door and into the wedding feast.

Let’s notice something in Exodus chapter three. This is an interesting section of scripture for me for a lot of reasons. But here in the context of what we are talking about today, I think it helps illustrate a concept. This is before the Exodus of the Israelites out of Egypt. I guess you could say that it was still in the planning stages, so to speak. God was reaching out to Moses and reiterating what His plan was to be, and what part Moses was to play.

Let’s pick it up on verse 1 of Exodus chapter 3.

Ex 3:1 - Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

Moses grew up in Egypt, as you recall. He lived there for 40 years, then, after an altercation back in Egypt, he fled out here to be with his father-in-law. He lived here another 40 years before the next phase in his life was to begin.

 2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.
 3 Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn."

The Bible is full of these great little understatements. This is one of my favorites. It makes it sound like Moses was just mildly intrigued with this amazing site and would make a stop by on his way home. I’m sure it was much more exciting than that!

 4 So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."
 5 Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground."

Notice what is happening here. Moses first turned aside to see this amazing sight. He might have thought that he was just going to get some excitement in his day. I bet he had no idea that his life was going to completely change. But God what does is quite specific here. He starts to give context as to who He is, what He is. Take your sandals off – my presence is holy! Something is different and special.

 6 Moreover He said, "I am the God of your father-the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.

Well, you know the story. God lays out His plan to rescue the Israelites out of Egypt and they were going to use Moses as a leader. But wait a second. Moses thinks that he has spotted a few holes in the plan. He’s not a good speaker. Pharaoh isn’t going to listen to him. Etc. Etc. But here is the big one. 

Do the Israelites know you? Do they trust you? When they come to me and say, rightfully so, “Who do you speak for? Who is this God?” What should I say?

verse 13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?"

There are lots of gods (lower case g) in Egypt. What are your credentials? What can I present to them that will give me credibility?

 14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"
 15 Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.'

The story goes on, as you know, not just for the exodus out of Egypt, but for generation after generation – each time the people questioning if God had the credentials for them to listen, obey, and invest in.

If this God, or this way of life, was really the one that was for them.


What do you think would be on God’s resume? It’s ridiculous to think that this would ever happen, but just for the sake of conversation today, what would be on this resume that would reflect who He is. That’s really what we are talking about when I say credentials? After all, He would like you and I to worship Him. He would like for us to trust Him, believe in Him, have faith in Him. And He would like us to take a collection of books called the bible, something that was written thousands of years ago, and make it meaningful in our lives today.

In order for that to happen, you have to have confidence in God’s credentials. I think from the simple fact that we are all here today, learning and studying on the Sabbath day, that we very much do take God at His word. But what would we put down on a resume? How would you define God’s credentials?
 
Let’s notice three examples that came to my mind before we move on. There are so many more, but these three were on my mind.

Turn to the first one in Jeremiah chapter 33.

Poor Jeremiah. You have to feel for him and other prophets like them. They did not have easy lives at all. Jeremiah likewise did not have an easy life and the message that God asked him to bring was a difficult one. I didn’t want to go through Jeremiah’s message more than to point out these few verses in chapter 33 of something that God said to Jeremiah – someone that already had a relationship with God.

Jeremiah 33:1 - Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while he was still shut up in the court of the prison, saying,

Notice the context that God uses about Himself.

 2 "Thus says the LORD who made it, the LORD who formed it to establish it (the LORD is His name):
 3 'Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.'

God was saying here that He made and formed it, and will establish it. That had meaning for Jeremiah at the time when he was getting prophecies about the future. But it also has context for who God is. Another way to put that verse 2: “Thus says the Lord, who does that which he had said”. Part of God’s credentials is that He has the power to bring into effect what He says will happen. This is a clear difference in us humans in that we are told to say things like “If God wills” we will do such and such. Because only God truly has the power and might to bring about a course of action. And that power reinforces who God is.

And it’s also one that is the easiest to forget. We can think back at the many times the ancient Israelites panicked or complained because there didn’t think God was capable – like at the Red Sea. But also in our own lives, it’s easy to think the same thing. God tells Jeremiah that he will show him great and mightily things – things that you do not know, things that you might have forgotten, and definitely, things that you might not have thought possible.

A God that does what He said He will do. That’s a good credential to start with. I’d put that right at the top of the resume. What would the second line be?

Let’s read another instance. This time when Jesus Christ on the earth. It’s back in John chapter 10. And of course, we could pick out lots of these types of examples that I am going to read. This is just one. Hopefully, when I am done with my message today, you’ll be able to discuss many more instances in this same vein.

John 10:24 Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, "How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."

They weren’t interested in knowing if Jesus was the Christ. They were just interested in hearing Him *say* that He was. That way they could use it against Him and have something to accuse Him with.

 25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me.
 26 "But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.
 27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
 28 "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.
 29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.
 30 "I and My Father are one."

Here is another powerful example of Jesus Christ giving His credentials. Jesus Christ and His Father are one. They work together as a team, they are on the same page, and they are unified together. And the signs and wonders that He did for all to see, gave credence to that relationship. And further more – His sheep, whom are called, would know His voice and respond to Him.

That’s a pretty good second line of the resume. 

Finally, one other powerful example that I would like to turn to is found in the book of Job. I guess this would be my third line of the resume, but frankly, I think it would run over for several pages.

In this book, Job was getting pummeled with trial after trial. And it was not letting up at all. And towards the end of the book, Job is talking a little bit facetiously about who God is and what his relation was to Him. Perhaps Job was even putting himself on a slightly higher than needed pedestal. Not that I am blaming him in any way. I think all of us that have gone through trails have had the same sort of thoughts. And if I have done it with my own smaller trials, I can imagine that I would many times over if I was in Job’s position. 

But even though God does not have to respond, He does. And in doing so, we get a series of chapters and verses that explain another facet of God’s credentials. And also, a not-so-gentle reminder that God was not on the same plane as Job. No doubt it’s written for us for the same reason too. Let’s look into this in chapter 38.

Job 38:1 - Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said:
 2 "Who is this who darkens counsel By words without knowledge?
 3 Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me.

No doubt when Job heard this, he took a very big gulp. I would not like to be in Job situation or any situation where God comes to me and says – “Prepare yourself like a man”. I know I’m in deep trouble.

 4 "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.
 5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?
 6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone,
 7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?
 8 "Or who shut in the sea with doors, When it burst forth and issued from the womb;
 9 When I made the clouds its garment, And thick darkness its swaddling band;
 10 When I fixed My limit for it, And set bars and doors;
 11 When I said, 'This far you may come, but no farther, And here your proud waves must stop!'

This chapter goes on for some time, and continues for the following chapter. Chapter 40 takes a small break for a comment by Job and then continues for two additional chapters. God methodically lays out His credentials in how He is the greatest being that has ever and will ever live. Through His creation, His invisible attributes are seen. Through His creation, we see unbeatable power and authority all around us.

I think we can also put ourselves in Job’s shoes from time to time. We can also perhaps elevate ourselves a bit higher than is necessary. But if we sit back and contemplate on God’s resume, so to speak, then I think we can quickly be brought back down to our level.

I should need no convincing about God’s credentials. We can see His handiwork all around us, and we wouldn’t be here today if we didn’t believe in His bible and His way of life.

What about us, though? Let’s bring it back to a more personal level. We’ve put together a simple resume that outlines God’s amazing credentials. What about us? And what does our resume say about us?

I used to work with an individual in my first real career job when I moved out to Virginia. This individual was incredibly smart. He was one of the founders of our small startup company. And when we first took office space, there wasn’t enough to go around, so they shoved me in the corner of his office. It was the best thing to happen to me from a career perspective.

Even though it was very early in my career, I knew that I was put in a really great situation. I could tell that he had a rare way of thinking and processing information. The longer I stayed in his tutelage, the more I grew professionally. I learned more from him than any other professional that I have worked with – even up until now. 

But one thing that I always found interesting is that as smart as he was, he never took a traditional path through college. He did his own thing and was smart enough to launch some successful businesses. Frankly, he just never needed to go to college. As a result, though, he never obtained educational credentials. 

This didn’t have much of an impact on him, except in one fairly glaring way. He used to teach a course at Carnegie Mellon University – a prestigious university focused on computing, engineering, robotics and science in Pittsburg. So ironically, he was teaching a graduate course that he would not have had the credentials to enroll in if we wanted to be a student. On paper, he wouldn’t have made it passed the admissions desk.


Spiritually speaking, if people are looking to us as followers of Jesus Christ and God’s way of life – will our credentials pass the test? Even the Apostle Paul dealt with an issue such as this. His credentials were put to the test. Let notice a curious statement in 2 Corinthians chapter 3. He was asked about his authority. Why should we believe in what you are saying? What do you have that can prove who you say you are and that your instructions are worthwhile? What are your credentials? Your references?

Notice what Paul says in 2 Corinthians chapter 3 and verses 1 through 3.

2 Co 3:1 - Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some others, epistles of commendation to you or letters of commendation from you?

I like how the New Living Translation puts this verse.

2 Co 3:1 (NLT) Are we like others, who need to bring you letters of recommendation, or who ask you to write such letters on their behalf? Surely not!

Back to the NKJV

 2 You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men;
 3 clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.

Paul was saying that they themselves were his credentials. He brought the teaching to them, he helped them grow, he expounded the scriptures to them, etc. And if they wanted validation, then they should look at the growth within their own lives and see how it has changed since God called them.

We aren’t sent out as the Apostle Paul was, but that doesn’t mean that we will be questioned as well. Whether it is conscious or not, someone’s credentials play a big part in how people perceive them, treat them and relate to them. 

But unlike a piece of paper from a university or previous work experience, our credentials are on display in a different way. It’s our character that is our resume. When Christ returns to the earth, all of the education degrees, professional accomplishments, and physical training fall to the wayside. Instead, Jesus Christ will take a look at your spiritual credentials and your character and see how you measure up.

So what do you think? How are your spiritual credentials?

And if you aren’t sure – do you have a plan to help improve them?

Well, I think it goes without saying, but our behavior and our example have a more powerful weight than a title. True spiritual credentials are not something that we acquire, but rather something that we are.

I think a classic example of this is the parable of the Good Samaritan found in Luke chapter 10. You can head back there. You know the story, so we won’t go through it line by line, but it helps demonstrate that our true credentials have to do with our character and our actions.

Luke 10:30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

You’ll recall that this parable was in response to someone asking Him what he needed to do for eternal life. Now it says that it was a lawyer and that this lawyer was testing Jesus, but Jesus Christ doesn’t give him a cop-out answer. He really does reveal something interesting that would have struck the more hypocritical members of the audience to their heart.

 31 "Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
 32 "Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.
 33 "But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.

The priest had a physical credential, by training, the Levite by birth. But the Samaritan showed his credentials by his actions, his mercy, and his generosity. This is obviously what God is looking for, but it’s also the hardest to develop. 

You don’t have to turn back there, but in Revelation chapter 12 it says that Satan is the accuser of the brethren. He’s challenging our credibility. He is pointing out flaws in our character and in our actions. And even those less sinister, just other people we interact with on a daily basis, they are still watching to observe if we truly do behave and act like we preach.

What if we find that our spiritual credentials need a little beefing up? How can we improve them and make them stronger and more resilient? I certainly don’t have all the answers, but I have a couple of thoughts we can take with us into the week ahead.

First, let’s turn back to Matthew 5 verse 13. This is right at the start of the Beatitudes, and these four verses are almost memory scriptures to most, but I’d like to use them within this context.

Matt 5:13 - "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.
 14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Another important part about a city on a hill, however, is that it can be seen good or bad. It’s clearly visible. If the city has billowing smoke stacks, broken windows in dilapidated houses and roads overrun with weeds and rusted car parts – that won’t be hidden either.

 15 "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
 16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Everyone gives off some kind of light. It might not all be clean light. Some lights are black lights. Some might be flicking lights. Others might be those newfangled lights that you can adjust with your smartphone. You can tell the people that have those lights, because their brightness and their light too often adjust to those around them – good or bad.

The way we live our life is the strongest form of credentials that we have. 

Verse 16 talks about God wanting our light to shine. Why? Because our good works can be a beacon and point back to our Father in heaven. 

Let’s notice another thought – still in Matthew chapter 5, but further down in verse 33 through 37. This section of scripture is one that is really easy to pass up. Especially so because you have a few chapters filled with Jesus’s Christ direct teachings and important concepts. As a result, it’s easy to skip over this section here and just skim the surface of what it is trying to teach. 

Matt 5:33 - "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.'

This passage is talking about specific behavior – that much is true. But also much deeper than this as well. 

 34 "But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne;
 35 "nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.
 36 "Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.
 37 "But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

Why would more be from the evil one? What is the characteristic here that is improper? Yes, it has to do with keeping your word. Yes, it has to do with not making foolish promises. 

But it also has to do with a mindset. Swearing on things that are, not only outside your control but also outside of your domain. Doing so puts yourself in the same context as God Himself. It shows, even if inadvertently, that we have a higher-than-needed, elevated viewpoint of ourselves.

Let’s page forward to Luke chapter 14. We’ll read verses 25 through 27.

Luke 14:25 - Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them,
 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
 27 "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

We understand that this talking about priorities here. Jesus Christ is not asking anyone to literally hate their parents or their family. However, He is pointing out that if you are bound by other things that are more important, then you cannot fully commit to Him and His way of life. That’s just a plain fact. And all of us can understand that there are only so many hours in the day. It’s impossible to accomplish everything that you would like to do. As a result, you naturally have to prioritize. Some things will get done, others won’t.

Where is our spiritual life in the priority queue? Because it will be obvious to others, that are looking at your specific credentials, what priority you assigned to your relationship with God. 

Reorienting yourself to focus on spiritual things as the highest priority is very hard. But it has a whole host of benefits. One of the more subtle changes that you might experience is a change in your thought process.

You know a good way to run a quick test on this, an internal diagnosis, so to speak, about how your priorities? The Sabbath is a good test. Let me show you what I mean. Let’s look back at Isaiah 58. We will read just two verses, verses 13 and 14.

We are just going to be jumping into the thought here, but I think these two verses can stand on their own.

Isa 58:13 - "If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, From doing your pleasure on My holy day, And call the Sabbath a delight, The holy day of the LORD honorable, And shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, Nor finding your own pleasure, Nor speaking your own words,
 14 Then you shall delight yourself in the LORD; And I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, And feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The mouth of the LORD has spoken."

A great test to how much of a priority spiritual things are in our life comes down to how we view the Sabbath. Is it a collection of restricted activities and a laundry list of prohibited things?

That’s why I think it’s kind of interesting sometimes when people want to try and define a list of things you can and can’t do on the Sabbath. Like a checklist of sorts. Can you watch tv? Can you play a game on your phone? Etc, etc. I think we could agree that this is missing the point. If the Sabbath feels like a restrictive day that you have to grin and bear through, or a day filled with millions of things you can’t do, then your spiritual connection to God and His way of life is probably not the highest priority.

Conversely, if you look forward to the Sabbath for its unique benefits that it provides, and enjoy the extra rest, the extra family time, the ability to actually carve out more time for reading and studying – than the Sabbath feels different. It’s a subtle change in your thinking process.
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I think the Apostle Paul sums it up nicely in Philippians chapter 3. It really does lay out the change from a physical credential to a focus on a spiritual one. Paul is laying out where he came from – the pride of his previous life. He truly did have the credentials of a righteous Jew. But, God opened His eyes and he saw that these credentials should be left behind, and a new set of spiritual ones should replace it. 

Php 3:1 - Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.
 2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!
 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,
 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: [why? What was on Paul’s previous resume?]
 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;
 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

That is quite the record!

 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.
 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ
 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;
 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,
 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

And the Apostle Paul’s character, and his actions throughout his life was the best display of credentials that he could have hope for. And one that we could all learn a great deal from.

In conclusion, when Jesus Christ was being crucified, He was brought out with a name plate. In the account of John, it says that Pilate wrote on this nameplate, “The King of the Jews”. The chief priest and opponents of Jesus Christ went up to Pilate and said – “No! What are you doing? Don’t write that. Instead write ‘He said, ‘I am King of the Jews’”.

In the end of Jesus’s Christ physical life on the Earth He was given the right credential. He is the King of the Jews. He is the King and Lord of all.

Credentials matter.

Throughout time, there has been a battle for the hearts and minds of others. Even back in the Garden of Eden, back in the first generation of mankind, Satan came up to the first couple as a slippery snake, and made a challenge of God’s credentials. He said, “Yes, I know that God said XYZ, but can you trust Him? Does He really have your best interest in mind?”

And you know what? It worked. It got them to think about God in a different way. To question the authority and credibility of the all-powerful, all-knowing, creator of all. I don’t think Adam and Eve had very many job interviews back in the day, but if they would have stopped to consider the resume of God, perhaps it would have turned out differently.

God’s incredible creation, His ability to do what He says He will do, and the fact that both God the Father and Jesus Christ work together and purposely for us. That is a powerful resume indeed.

What about us? What type of Christianity are we putting on display? If someone in our school, or office, or neighborhood saw us become spirit beings in the Kingdom, would they question our credibility? Would they say, “Hey, I knew that guy. I’m not sure he’s qualified to be here?” Or maybe even something more damaging as a Christian, “He just was like any ol’ person. There was nothing unique about the way he led his life”.

Let us take the time to open our study guide, the bible, and work hard at improving our spiritual credentials.
