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Third Commandment
Sermon – Originally Given 1/21/2017, Columbia MD UCG

SPS: We uphold the third commandment verbally and non-verbally.

I’d like us to read a story from the Old Testament to begin. It’s found in Exodus chapter 3. But since you are familiar with the story, I’d like us to try and come at it from a slightly different perspective. I’d like us to put ourselves in the shoes of Moses, as he begins his part in the Exodus of the Israelites out of the land of Egypt. Because today, we are going to be diving into the third commandment – the prohibition against taking God’s name in vain. By doing so, I hope that we can see a little more clearly as to the importance of God’s name.

To illustrate this concept, I’d like to start with Moses and a burning bush.

Let’s pick up the story in verses 1-3 of Exodus 3, and then we’ll pause and back up just a bit.

Ex 3:1 - Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
 2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.
 3 Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn."

There is this exciting and unusual event happening, so Moses goes to investigate.

Ex 3:7 - And the LORD said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.
 8 "So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.
 9 "Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.
 10 "Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt."

Can you put yourself in Moses’s shoes for a moment? Forget the miracle about this burning bush for a moment, but just try to appreciate the request that God is making of Moses. From the very start of his life – through no choice of his own of course – Moses has had an unusual path through life. He was born when the Israelites were growing in power in Egypt and therefore the Pharaoh started taking drastic steps to reduce the strength of the foreign nation – including the wholesale slaughter of a generation of infant boys. Moses was saved, as you remember, by his parents putting him in a basket and hoping the Egyptian’s bathing nearby would have pity – which thankfully they did. But as a result, Moses grew up in what was likely a missing generation within the male Israelite population. Then, on top of that, he was raised in an Egyptian royal household and lifestyle.

So even though he might have identified with the Israelites, they didn’t identify with him. Remember when he jumped into the fray of two Israelites fighting a chapter earlier in Exodus 2, and they basically said – who do you think you are Moses? You aren’t one of us.

So he left. After 40 years in Egypt, he leaves. Becomes a shepherd for another 40 years.

Now, out of nowhere, God comes to him in this burning bush and says go back to Egypt and get His people out.

What do you think Moses was thinking? What do you think was going through His mind? We know from the account that he came up with several excuses and tried to throw some roadblocks in the way, but God was having none of it. I think if I was in his place and looking back at my life and looking ahead to the difficulty of this task, I’d probably have some of the same insecurities.

Why would they follow me? Why would anyone listen to me? The Egyptians aren’t going to listen to me – I abandoned them. The Israelites aren’t going to listen to me – They don’t feel like I’m one of them. This is an impossible task!

If I put myself in Moses place, I’d have to say “Maybe, just maybe, they will follow God. Maybe they will be inspired that God is with them and ready to lead them. So, if I’m going to have any success, I’m going to have to rely on that hope- that they will be encouraged that God is with them. But, and this is a very big but, how will they know that God sent me?”

So it’s with this backstory and this baggage that Moses asks God a simple question. Who are you? If I go to the Israelites and tell them that their God is here, willing to take them out of slavery, and they say – “Oh yea, who is that?” – what should I say? Who can I say sent me?

Ex 3:13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?"
 14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"

Scripture doesn’t record Moses’s direct or immediate response to that statement, and frankly, I can’t wait for the Kingdom to come so that I can ask to see how exactly this went down. Maybe they’ll have recordings of this somewhere on a spiritual DVD and we can watch it replayed as it happened and see Moses’s response.

Continued on:

Ex 3:15 Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.'
 16  "Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, 'The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, "I have surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt;
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Ex 3:18 "Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, 'The LORD God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let us go three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.'


What is in a name? Here God gives instructions on how to identify the most powerful deity of the Universe to others. This is not some unknown or regional god. This was no Baal of the Canaanites or Tammuz of the Caldeanens. And it certainly wasn’t Isis, Nun, Tefnut or Ra or any of the vast multitude of supposed deities that the Egyptians created. This was simply the I AM. Yes, of course, this was the same God that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshiped. This was also the God of the Hebrews. But this was also something much more. This was simply the I AM. 

Today, as I mentioned, we are going to go through the third commandment, which deals with a name and use of that name. Frankly, it’s a cheat commandment, meaning it’s one that is often overlooked. It’s often undervalued or rationalized away to something of a relic or without practical value in modern times. Or, conversely, on the opposite side of the ditch, it’s used by a small minority to be greatly fearful of using God’s name at all – lest they use it improperly.

Here in Exodus, God told Moses who He was – not that He can be entirely comprehended on just one facet of His name, but as a Being that that has always existed, worshiped by their forefathers, and one that was ready to take His people out of slavery and start a unique one-on-one relationship with then. It’s also a name written down for us, amplified in many other spots in the bible, and used in our own unique one-on-one relationship as well.

As you would expect, God’s name, and the usage of His name is a very layered and nuanced subject.

Let’s go back there to the commandment itself. You can go to either Deuteronomy 5:11 or Exodus 20:7 – in this case, they are both the same.

Deuteronomy 5:11-  'You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

We’d made reference to this before, and it’s something you have no doubt observed yourself, but many of the commandments have their own unique characteristics. Honor your Father and Mother comes with a promise. The Sabbath commandment has a justification, etc. This commandment is also unique in that it is one of two that comes with a warning. The second commandment kind of does as well, but built into the third commandment is this principle that an individual will not be innocent, will not be guiltless, if they break this commandment. Obviously, breaking any of the commandments is wrong and comes with consequences – both physical punishment in Ancient Israel and spiritual punishment for unrepented breaking of commandments in modern times. But it’s clearly reiterated in this statement that if someone breaks this commandment – it’s not without consequence. That this is something that is serious and not to be taken lightly. And that God Himself will hold that individual accountable for the transgression.

That’s a serious reiteration that can often go unnoticed when reading through the Ten Commandments.

So let’s dive into this today. Obviously, with any part of God’s word, especially a commandment, there is no hope to cover all facets of it in a single message. I can’t even say that I understand all of it! But let’s see if we dig in and find some new perspectives to this commandment that we can use in our lives today. To do so, I have three points that I’d like to use in this discussion.

POINT #1 – We Are Positively to Use God’s Name … Positively
POINT #2 – Taking In Vain Diminishes of God to Others
POINT #3 – Can a Mute Break This Commandment

Point #1 (We Are Positively To Use God’s Name … Positively)

While it might seem obvious, there are plenty of great, acceptable and positive uses of God’s name within the bible. It is clear that taking something in vain is different than abstaining altogether. Those are not synonymous concepts to be sure. One thing that I find interesting in found in the example of the model prayer, which is found in Matthew chapter 6, verses 9 through 13. You don’t have to turn back there, because it’s just a couple of verses. But Jesus Christ was laying out a framework for prayer, as you remember. Obviously, this wasn’t intended to be a comprehensive prayer that covered all of the bases, but rather one that was used as a barebones template that would you start from, customize, and tweak. It’s short, only a couple of verses, so you would have to imagine that what is listed is important. No commandment is explicitly referenced, though. No “help us to honor our parents”, or “thank you for your Sabbath day”. None of them are there, except, the concept behind the third commandment. And it leads off the prayer. The start of this model prayer says “Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name”. 

If you aren’t starting off with the proper reverence and respect for God, then the rest of the prayer isn’t going to matter. As a result, the very first sentence at the very start of the prayer sets the context that this prayer is to an all-powerful Being that deserves respect, and that sets the standard of what then should follow. 

Within a prayer or a worship service, there are lots of other examples of using God’s name in a positive sense. King David, a man after God’s own heart, frequently called upon God’s name in worship, be it in prayers or in songs. Let’s notice an example in Psalms 145.

Psalms 145:1 - <<A Praise of David.>> I will extol You, my God, O King; And I will bless Your name forever and ever.
 2 Every day I will bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever.
 3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable.
 4 One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.
 5 I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, And on Your wondrous works.
 6 Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, And I will declare Your greatness.
 7 They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, And shall sing of Your righteousness.
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy.
 9 The LORD is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works.

Here King David just took the heart of “Our God in heaven, Hallowed Be your Name”, and expanded on it. He outlined some of the characteristics of why His name is Hallowed. It gives us pause that we aren’t just picking up the phone and calling someone. Instead, we give some thought to just how amazing it is that we even have that connection in the first place. 

How else can the name of God be used positively?

In Colossians chapter 3 and verse 17, you don’t need to turn back for just this single verse it says:

Colossians 3:17 - And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

As Christians, in the Church of God, striving for the Kingdom of God, we use the name of Jesus Christ in our prayers. Not because it’s a password that unlocks some sort of secret access to God, but because we are told to come to God the Father through Jesus Christ. One of our UCG articles puts it this way:

“The reason we’re told to pray “in” and by Jesus’ authority isn’t to register some secret access code to a heavenly mailman, but to assert before God Almighty that we come to Him through standing granted to us under Jesus’ direction and work on our behalf.”

A companion scripture is in John 14, verses 12 through 14. You can turn back there.

John 14:12 - "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me [this is Jesus Christ talking], the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.
 13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
 14 "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.

It’s through the name of Jesus Christ that we are to do this.

Furthermore, Jesus Christ Himself references His Father’s name, and the positive connotations with it many times during His ministry. He uses God’s name within the context of what He is there on Earth to do.

Let’s notice a few examples, all in the book of John:

John 5:43 - "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

Another further down.

John 10:24 - Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, "How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."
 25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me.

Finally, one other example in this point, and it’s found in Acts chapter 3 and 4. It’s a bit of a lengthy section of scripture, but I think it really demonstrates the importance of a name. It’s used in a positive sense, but also in a different context. 

Let’s pick up the story in chapter 3, and as we do, we are jumping into the story of the early church after the Feast of Pentecost, and after the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples in the most dramatic way. Peter gives a rousing sermon in chapter 2 and the church is experiencing huge growth. In some ways, this may be one of the most exciting times in the church. There are dramatic manifestations of God’s power through His Holy Spirit. The disciples are enthusiastic. Things were happening, etc.

We get to chapter 3, and we’ll pick up the story in verse 4 as Peter and John are walking up to the temple and come across a disabled man asking for alms, or for financial assistance.

Acts 3:4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, "Look at us."
 5 So he [that’s the lame man] gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.
 6 Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk."
 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.
 
Of course, Jesus Christ’s name is obviously not some sort of magic passcode, or something along those lines. If you say it in the right language, or with the right emphasis or accent, then you are granted whatever your say. You’ve probably seen billboards on the side of the road during road trips that just have the word “JESUS” written on them. The thinking being that if you just say the name, then you will be saved. But that’s not the point. It’s not just the name. The name is to be revered and held to the highest standard because of what it represents and what it points to. The name is the entry point to the bigger context.

10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
 11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon's, greatly amazed.
 12 ¶ So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?
 13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.
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16 "And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

The name was the entry point, and it was faith through His name, faith through who Jesus Christ was and is and is to be is what was meaningful.

And while the disciples were demonstrating this, those that opposed Jesus Christ and the disciples we equally opposed to even the usage of the name of Jesus Christ. Dropping down to chapter 4 and picking up the story in verse 7. The disciples were called before the leadership of the day. The leadership trying desperately to keep the message of Jesus Christ under wraps confronts the disciples.

Acts 4:7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, "By what power or by what name have you done this?"
 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:
 9 "If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well,
 10 "let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.
 11 "This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.'
 12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

The leadership then goes on to try and get the disciple to never even mention the name of Jesus Christ. Because both sides knew – it wasn’t just the name itself. It was what the name stood for. The reputation, the principals, the promises – everything. The disciples used the name positively to point back to Jesus Christ and God the Father, and to highlight those very things. They didn’t want the name of Jesus Christ to be unknown or just the subject of rumors. Instead they wanted His name to be associated with the magnificent, remarkable things that He did.

Instead of diminishing Jesus name, which is what the leadership wanted, they wanted to enlarge it.

Point #2 (Taking In Vain Diminishes of God to Others)

One thing that I think is interesting about the 10 commandments, as I go through them, is the order. Of course, we would say that the first four have to do with our relationship with God, and the remaining six are about our relationship with fellow man. But even among the first four, it’s interesting how they play and interrelated to one another. For example, we are told to have no other Gods. Then, we have a commandment against idols – with the inherit meaning that there is no way that you can make something as awesome as God with a physical manifestation. No carved block of wood, or gold statue, or painting, or sculpture could ever do justice when it comes to the magnificence of God. So any attempt would be to take something indescribable, and make it common. Reduce its splendor.

Instead of visual representations of God, God wants us to think about His characteristics. 

That’s a vast difference between Greek or Egyptian or Babylonian Gods. If someone mentions Zeus, you think about physical things, him throwing lightning or something. Or the Egyptian God of Ra was associated with the sun, and the drawings of this god, lowercase g, of the Egyptians would be with the sun, and brightness, and whatnot.

But the one true God is not like that. God gives us usages of His name to help illuminate His character. That’s one of the reasons why the very next commandment, this third commandment that we are focusing on today, is so important. And, why this commandment doesn’t just stand by itself isolated. It very much relates to the first two.

If you can’t represent God visually, and you have to conceptualize God based on His attributes, and His name demonstrates those attributes – I think you can see where this is going right?

Then, if the words we use to relate to God, to describe God, to identify God are used inappropriately and in vain, then we’ve diminished one of the core ways to understand God. If we trivialize His name, then we trivialize His attributes and how we think about Him. 

There is an old fable attributed to Aesop, who was a slave and storyteller that lived sometime around 620 and 564 BC in Greece. This story, or number 210 in Perry’s Index of Aesop’s Fables is about a wolf that comes to eat a flock of sheep that were being tendered to by a shepherd boy. In some variations of this story, including those translated into English in the early 1800s, the wolf also eats the boy, as in the version titled “Fables for five-year-olds”. I know, it’s a bit gruesome for a five-year-old, but those were hard times back in the 1800s. You might remember the story from your childhood slightly differently. Nowadays, we call this fable, the “Boy Who Cried Wolf”.

In this story, the shepherd boy tricks nearby villagers into taken action when he lies about a wolf attaching his flock. He does this several times, until, at the end, when a wolf actually comes, no one believes him. And then, depending on how you like your toddler stories, it ends in a wholesome warning about telling the truth, or complete devastation and utter carnage for an entire family. I don’t recommend the illustrated version in the later instance.

Clearly, it’s a story about lying, but also about taking something in vain. In this case, the villagers had a warning system in place. When used properly, people dropped what they were doing and immediately came to help. There was an association of the alarm to a course of action. When the alarm was abused, it lost its meaningful value and they disregarded it. It’s no different than living in a high rise and having the fire alarm go off. At first, you jump out of bed and run downstairs. After a while, you crack the door to see if there was any obvious smoke. Finally, you just disregard it all together.

In both instances, the object, be it the village alarm or the high rise smoke alarm, were cheapened to the point there they had no value.

I want us to contrast this with an example found in Jonah. Turn back there, if you don’t mind, to Jonah chapter 1. Jonah is my favorite book of the bible, so I try to find any excuse possible to go there during a message, but I want to bring out something in the book of Jonah that you might not have considered. Now, I’m not going to rehearse the story of Jonah, we all know it well. Instead, let’s jump into it in verse 7. Jonah has boarded the ship, starts sailing to Tarshish, there is a giant storm, the boat is sinking and the captain suspects this is supernatural and goes hunting for answers. 

Jonah 1:7 And they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.
 8 Then they said to him, "Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?"
 9 So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land."

I think this is remarkable in that Jonah identifies himself via his religious affiliation, so to speak. But notice something. They didn’t ask Jonah who he believed in, or what religion he associated with, but when Jonah revealed that his God was the Lord, the God of Heaven, then notice their response.

Jonah 1:10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, "Why have you done this?" For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

At that name, at God’s reputation, they knew this was serious. There was a respect and fear of God. That name had meaning to them. And the mention of that God stopped them in their tracks.

Generations later, as the Israelites slipped further into apostasy, the nations around them respected and feared God less and less. By the time they are taken into captivity, the name of God was all but reduced to a laughing stock from the other nations. Turn back to 2 Kings chapter 18, and we’ll see how this slide took place. This was still a little while before the southern Kingdom of Judah was taken away, but the nation was already long since before, slipping into idolatry and subjected the True God into something quite trivial. Here in 2 Kings, Assyria had already captured the northern Kingdom of Israel and was approaching Jerusalem and King Hezekiah. Notice what the Assyrians thought of the one true God – largely because the example the nation itself set over the generations.

2 Kings 18:31 "Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: 'Make peace with me by a present and come out to me; and every one of you eat from his own vine and every one from his own fig tree, and every one of you drink the waters of his own cistern;
 32 'until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive groves and honey, that you may live and not die. But do not listen to Hezekiah, lest he persuade you, saying, "The LORD will deliver us."
 33 'Has any of the gods of the nations at all delivered its land from the hand of the king of Assyria?
 34 'Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim and Hena and Ivah? Indeed, have they delivered Samaria from my hand?
 35 'Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their countries from my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?'"

Who is this God you talk about? He’s just like all the others that are powerless before our armies.

The name of God was completely diminished. Not only did it not strike fear into others, but rather it was used as a laughing stock. The Israelites, both Northern and eventually the Southern Kingdoms, constantly took God’s name in vain, but more so than just verbally. They did it through their actions.

Non-verbal taking of God’s name leads us to our third point: 

Point #3 (Can a Mute Break This Commandment)

Can a mute, or someone that cannot speak, break the third commandment? The first thing that comes to my mind, when thinking about the third commandment is verbally taking God’s name in vain. That might be too literally blasphemy, which hopefully none of us do. It could also be to trivialize God’s name when we speak, by euphemism or something similar. But in reality, one of the core aspects of this commandment deal with upholding God’s name within our lives and our example.

In the commandment back in Deuteronomy 5, it says that “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain”.

The word translated “take” as in you shall not “take” the name of the Lord God in vain, has an interesting context. The word also means to “lift”, or to “advance, hold up”, etc. It’s a common word, used all over the place in the bible. But when you look at it from this slightly different perspective, then it helps give a little extra context into what the commandment is trying to get across. You shall not “lift up”, or “advanced” the name of God inappropriately.

Let’s get a feel for this in Joshua chapter 3. We can see a parallel example of this word that can illustrate this concept. This is when the Israelites were about to cross over into the promised land under Joshua’s leadership.

Joshua 3:1 - Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out from Acacia Grove and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over.
 2 So it was, after three days, that the officers went through the camp;
 3 and they commanded the people, saying, "When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it.
 4 "Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before."
 5 And Joshua said to the people, "Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you."

Then verse 6 is what I want to focus on.

 6 Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, "Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people." So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

The Israelites were to “take up” the Ark of the Covenant. But you very well remember, they didn’t just sling it over their shoulder and walk on. Rather there was specific ways to carry it and only specific people that could do it. The moving of the Ark was something that took time and energy to do correctly. We all remember the story of poor Uzzah that forgot about the critical nature of the Ark, and even though it didn’t seem like he meant to do any harm, he was killed for touching the ark in the wrong manner.

That is the same word used to describe taking up the ark as in the third commandment. The Levites were to lift up and carry the Ark of God in a proper manner, as God commanded, as we are to lift up and carry God’s name honorably by the example of our lives. And being casual or complacent with the movement of the ark carried similar consequences as being casual and complacent with God’s name.

How is this supposed to work? Well the nation of Israel, itself, was the template for this. They were supposed to be that model nation that others could look to and see the example of living God’s way of life. Let’s notice this in Deuteronomy chapter 4, and we’ll read a handful of verses at the beginning. This is right before the 10 commandments and directly after Moses was told that he was not going to go into the promise land and that, basically, his journey was starting to wind down. Notice his comments to the Israelites.

Deuteronomy 4:1 - "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you.


Deuteronomy 4:3 - "Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal Peor; for the LORD your God has destroyed from among you all the men who followed Baal of Peor.
 4 "But you who held fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every one of you.
 5 "Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should act according to them in the land which you go to possess.
 6 "Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.'
 7 "For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the LORD our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him?

What an amazing example the nation could have been so that all people would look to it and say – clearly God is there. We know that in the Millennium, the Israelite nation is going to get another stab at this, to see if they can do it the second go around a little better. But the design is the same. When God is working with someone, then He expects for them to display those positive characteristics as a model. As it was for the Israelites, as it is for us today too, of course. 

Notice this observation in Romans chapter 2.

Romans 2:21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?

This is in the context here of the Apostle Paul taking the Jewish audience to task about their hypocrisy. They were puffed up and prideful thinking that they had the law and the lineage and therefore were something greater than they actually were. But on the inside, they were missing so many things. As a result, they were putting on the costume of righteousness in their own minds. 

 22 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?
 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?
 24 For "the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written.

The name of God, the reputation of God was being greatly diminished and taken in vain by their actions. These legalistic Jews would never break the third commandment by literally abusing God’s name intentionally in their speech. However, they were smashing the third commandment each and every day by their actions and examples. When others, outsiders especially, looked to them and witnessed what their life was all about, and all the rules and regulations and the burdensome nature and especially their hypocrisy – who would want to be a part of that? Who would look at them and say – I want to be a part of that religion? I want to follow that God.

Or rather, did they instead give God a bad name through their example?

If you turn back to 2 Timothy chapter 2, we read another way of putting this. The second chapter of Timothy has all of these practical things to consider – be doers and not hearers, diligent to present yourself approved, rightly dividing the truth, etc, etc, because all of those are important. But here is what it comes down to:

2 Timothy 2:19 - Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."

If you call yourself a Christian, if you take on that title, then you are responsible for demonstrating the characteristics of the person whose name it is. Let everyone who names the name of Christ do so by lifting up, advancing His name and His reputation in the right way, demonstrating through our actions and our character the example that God requires. Otherwise, our example non-verbally takes the name of God in vain.

Conclusion

In conclusion, names are important!

In the winter Olympics a few years ago, there was a skier with an unusual name. Her name was Picabo Street. I remember commentary at the time talking about how her parents waited until she was old enough to pick her own name, and it wasn’t until she was 3 years old that her name was finalized. I always thought that was so unusual. If we would have done that, we’d probably have kids named “NASA”, and “Baby Cheeta”. 

Most people do not function like that. Even before their kids are both, the parents take the time to go through names that they think would be appropriate for their son or daughter. They buy giant baby name books, they look up origins of names, derivatives of name, etc – all in the effort to pick a meaningful name that matches who that child is.

If you think about it, everyone has had their name picked for them. Except for maybe poor Picabo Street. There is another exception though. A notable one. God. Having preexisted, no one ever named Him. We pick out and give names to our children. We say that this is your name. This is who you are.

But we do not name God or say who He is. He tells us. 

And He uses His name to convey the facets of His character. 

Maybe no one would understand the importance of a name more than the prophet Hosea. God directed him to marry a prostitute and have children, and each child got a specific name. One was Jezreel, one was Lo-Ruhamah (meaning no mercy), and one was Lo-Ammi (meaning Not My People). God required this to strongly emphasize a point, because at this time, just like any other – names are important. Names have meaning. And God uses names to reinforce or enhance a characteristic.

One last scripture in Philippians chapter 2 verses 9 through 11.

Philippians 2:9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him (Jesus Christ) and given Him the name which is above every name,
 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,
 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

God has given us His name and we are to us it. We are to follow the examples given to us in the bible to incorporate His name in our prayers, in our worship service, and in our daily thoughts and meditations. We know that taking God’s name in vain diminishes God in the eyes of others, and that we are to lift up, to carry, His name and His reputation in the right way.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The third commandment is just as much about what we say verbally as it is as what we do physically and what we are spiritually. As we all strive to become more like God and follow His way of life, let us strive to do so by upholding this commandment in all facets of our life.



