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SPS: We can also use this day to memorialize what God has already done in our life.

I have a possession that is very dear to me. It’s a bible. Not this bible, but a bible I keep at home. There is nothing special about that specific brand or version of the bible really, just a standard bible I received when I was much younger. I’ve had it for about 23 years. What makes it extra important to me is the fact that I have filled the bible with items. Nothing big obviously, but pictures and notes and drawing and receipts – different things over the years when I used that bible. It really represents a snapshot of that period in my life.

Every now and then, I’ll open it back up like a time capsule and flip through the pages and the items and reminisce about the various mementos and reflect back to the time when I originally put that item between the pages.

This day, this special holy day of the Feast of Trumpets also has the concept of a memento of sorts. In the command of this day, we had an interesting concept. Let’s read Leviticus 23, verses 23-25. No doubt you’ve read this many times over the years, especially on this feast.

Leviticus 23:23 - Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
24 "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. 
25 'You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.'" 

Verse 24 says a memorial of blowing of trumpets. That word translated memorial in this verse literally means a “memento or memorable thing (like in a day or in a writing), a memorial or record”.

It’s something that you do or something that you have that is designed to bring into your mind something else – something important in the past that had great meaning.

We have another concept of a Memorial Day here in the United States. It’s the last Monday in May. It was originally called the Decoration Day when it was first introduced because it was a day designed to decorate the graves of fallen soldiers. As you well know, Memorial day is different than Veterans Day, in that Veterans day celebrates military service, Memorial Day is a commemoration of those that died while serving.

That Memorial Day, that national holiday in May, is a memorial or a reminder of another event, or series of events. It’s designed to cause a pause in your everyday life to reflect on something else – in this case, the sacrifice of fallen soldiers for our country.

The Feast of Trumpets, here in its unveiling so to speak, has this concept of a memorial to something else.

All of the Holy Days, of which Trumpets is one, have multiple applications, and are designed for several purposes. There is the current context, meaning what do these days mean for us right now. There is the future context – what is the ultimate fulfillment that these days picture in the future.

And there is also the historical context, meaning what event or situation in the past that those days are designed to call into mind. A quick example of this is found towards the end of Leviticus 23 in verses where God explains:

Le 23:43 'that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.'"

So the Feast of Tabernacles calls into memory the temporary dwellings of the Israelites when they were called out of Egypt. One of the interesting things about Trumpets is that, unlike the rest of the Holy Days, it’s not really clear or explicitly spelled out in the bible what event in the past Trumpets is memorializing. The other Holy Days are usually quite clear, like the Feast of Tabernacles example. Passover, calls into mind the Death Angel in Egypt that passed over the houses without blood on the doorposts. Days of Unleavened point back to leaving with haste from Egypt and not allowing the bread to leaven and rise. Pentecost and the smaller harvest. Atonement with the Azazael goat and the Holy of Holy access of the priest. 

But what about Trumpets? It’s a memorial of blowing of trumpets? But of what actual event? What blowing of the trumpet in days past is this day calling to mind as a memorial?

Well, there are key moments of Trumpets in the past that could be options. Of course, a very important one is in Exodus chapter 19.

Ex 19:1 - In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai.
 2 For they had departed from Rephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the mountain.

This was after they’ve left Egypt, been freed from slavery, and have made it to Mount Sinai for a very important gathering.

Ex 19:16 - Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
 17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.
 18 Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.
 19 And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice.

Trumpets were used in this very important situation. Just like in the future fulfillment of Christ’s return, the Trumpet here signified a change in the relationship between man and God. 

Is that one of the events that was memorialized by the Feast of Trumpets? Could be.

But today, I’d like to suggest another example. The one within your own life. I don’t know what it is specifically for you. But everyone has a moment, series of moment that is their Trumpet’s moment, so to speak, when God cut through the clutter of our lives and spoke directly to us. And how that event, or those events, signified a change in relationship between us and God.

Nobody heard that Trumpet. Maybe you didn’t even notice at the time.

In Acts chapter 2 verse 37, you don’t have to turn back there, but it’s a scripture that demonstrates a drastic example of this to those that heard Peter’s sermon on the Feast of Pentecost following Christ’s resurrection. After this sermon, it says in verse 37.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 2:37 - Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

This message cut through their heart like the sound of a Trumpet and signified a change of relationship that they wanted to have with God. I have one example in my life that took place before Olivia was born, in fact, it was while Sarah was pregnant. During her ultrasound, the tech found some issues that they were anxious about. They were concerned that pre-Olivia had some genetic markers for a host of problems, including down syndrome and wanted us to come back and get a more definitive second opinion. 
When we did go back, we decided that we would find out the gender of the baby before we found out the other news, so that we could have something to get excited about even if it was bad news. When they told us that Olivia would be a girl, I had just a unique moment. One of my Trumpets moments, so to speak, where I knew that I needed God in my life for this girl. It was a Trumpet signaling a change in relationship between God and I. [another sentence]

No doubt you have your own examples as well.

The Feast of Trumpets is a Holy Day where we can look back through history and see examples of a Trumpet sounding for alarm. For getting the attention for others. For use in battle, and the like. We can remember the events of Mount Sinai when God used a Trumpet to usher in a meeting between Himself and the Israelites to solidify a relationship between them. We can certainly look forward to the ultimate fulfillment of this Day, when a Trumpet will announce the return of Jesus Christ to this Earth and the start of a new type of relationship with mankind. 

But between those powerful, large-scale events, we can also use the Feast of Trumpet to call to memory the many moments within our lives where God has reached out to form a new or better relationship with us. Our own Trumpets events. 

The Feast of Trumpets is a memorial of blowing of trumpets. Of course, that’s blowing of literal physical trumpets. But we can also use figuratively within our spiritual lives.

If we are able to do that then brethren, we can also use this day to reflect back, memorialize the love God has shown for each of us and how His hand has been involved directly within our own lives.

Today, I want to say, not only, happy Feast of Trumpets, but also Happy Memorial Day.
