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Do Not Tire of Doing Good
Sermonette – Originally given January 30, 2016 – UCG Columbia MD

In the book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul spends a great deal of time talking about faith versus the law. He is writing to early church communities in Galatia that were primarily gentile converts. By faith, they believed in the message about Jesus Christ and His coming Kingdom and became converted. Paul, however, was seeing some trends appear whereas they were becoming distracted with keeping all of the rules and regulations that were a part of the old covenant relationship with the nation of Israel, such as circumcision. He was writing to them, arguing that it is faith, not a checklist of works that they should focus on.

Paul is so convincing with this point of view, that many today take the book of Galatians to argue that all of God’s commandments are nPo longer required for modern day Christians.
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There are a lot of interesting points in this book, but one principal that caught my eye can be found in a handful of passages in chapter 6 of Galatians. You can head back there. We are going to spend our time today primarily in this little section of scripture.

Let’s start at the beginning of Galatians chapter 6 and verse 1.

Galatians 6:1 - Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

You know it’s interesting, that in a book so famous for love trumping works, there is an awful lot of talk about actions. Of course, Paul is illustrating that Christianity is an action religion. It’s one that requires people to stand up and do things. It’s different than, say Buddhism, which is focused almost exclusively inward to oneself. Instead, a big part of Christianity is displayed on how you interact with others. So here in chapter 6, Paul goes through this long list of actionable, outward behaviors.

Let’s drop down to verse 5.

Galatians 6:5 For each one shall bear his own load.
 6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.

These are more actions.

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

Then notice these next two verses.

 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

These verses, Galatians 6:9 and 10 has a special way of resonating with me personally, and perhaps there have been times when it does for you as well. In my situation, as my family has gone through our own trial, we’ve been at the receiving end of this scripture. Our church generally, and this congregation specifically have put these two verses into practice quite literally with our family.

I wanted to bring out one specific example, although I had many such to draw from. But since the Massies aren’t here today, I think I’ll mention them. Now months and months ago, back when we were still in the hospital, there was a meal schedule organized and we received dinners and meals from so many people. And frankly – it was much needed and a wonderful blessing. Lindsay was one of those people that contributed to the meal schedule among many other things. After a while, we got back on our feet, things progressed to a point where we could handle some more of the routine tasks and we very thankfully were able to discontinue receiving meals.

But Lindsay never stopped. Week after week, never fail, more meals came. Now even though we are both in Virginia, we actually live at least 45 minutes apart, each way. So this wasn’t just something she dropped off on the way to the grocery store, this took planning and effort and coordination. Even when we were gone all day, we’d come home to find meals on our doorstep.  Even when we failed to return all the Tupperware in her house, they kept coming. At one point, Sarah said, “Lindsay, really, we are ok now. You can stop bringing us meals.”. She just said that she was happy to hear that, but she’s keep going for another little while. And she hasn’t stopped. Lee knocked on the door this week, sloshing through the snow and ice on the way to work to hand off a meal. I was teleworking, so I had to hurry and change out of my jammies and put on a shirt, but there he was. Just like they had been consistently for the last 8 months and counting.

There are many examples I could have used, but this and many others clearly and definitively were the application of this scripture. That family, and so many others in this congregation and around the country, did not grow weary of doing good, even after the days, weeks and months went by.

I have just one simple point for my message today.

Never ceasing to do good is a key character component for Kingdom bound Christians.

I wanted to read verse 9 again of Galatians chapter 6, because there are a couple of nuggets in this little verse.

Galatians 6:9 - And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Four words in this scripture jumped out at me, maybe they did in your reading as well. First, it says to not grow weary WHILE doing good. Meaning an individual was already taking action. It’s not being weary to do ANY good at all, or to START doing good. But while you are already doing good. Now obviously, that’s not that you don’t start and stop specific activities – that’s not what I mean. But rather that you have a history and tendency of good works. That’s part of who you are – what you are made of.

Secondly, you will REAP in DUE SEASON. Meaning you will receive something at an appointed time in the future. Not in the moment, but when the time is appropriate.

One commentary had an interesting point of view on this scripture. He said that you can basically hang all of salvation on this scripture. That might be a bit of a stretch, but there is a point to be made about this scripture that is deeper than what it might seem. 

And how never ceasing to do good is very much a key character component for us that strive to be in the Kingdom of God.

Let’s again back up just a couple of verses and connect the reaping in due season more fully.

Still in Galatians 6, but back to verse 7 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

A continual and consistent outward focus on tending to the needs of others, for doing good to others that need it, moves our focus away from our own personal, physical needs, and directs our thoughts otherward. The attention moves from our own flesh, to spiritual principals of love for one another.

One related concept is found in Matthew chapter 25. 

Matthew 25:31 - "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.
 32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.
 33 "And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.

Well, what characteristics are used in this example to divide the right from the left? 

Matthew 25:35 'for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;
 36 'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.'

You wrote cards and letters. You prayed every day. You called to check in. You send flowers, gift cards, presents, meals, and just silly little trinkets to let me know we were still in your thoughts.

And you know the response from the people. They said – when did we do all of these things to you specifically?

Matthew 25:40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

Jesus Christ uses the illustration to point out that those that did not grow tired of doing good; visiting, praying, helping, etc – those were the sheep on His right hand. Others, that did not, were on the left hand. 

In conclusion, I’ve seen tremendous examples within our spiritual family of not getting tired or weary of doing good to myself and my family. It is a great reminder for me to recommit to do the same to others in their time of need. As we all strive to become more like Jesus Christ and work towards His Kingdom to come, let us diligently work to instill these principals into our life. May each and every one of us be sheep on the right hand of the King, look forward to reaping blessings in due season, and not go weary of doing good to others.
