God; the Determiner of Life
Sermonette – Originally given December 26, 2015 in Columbia, UCG
	
ISIS, or ISIL, or the Islamic State has been in the news for months and months. And that has been the case for several reasons – namely about how difficult they are to contain, how they have used social media to further their cause, how they are causing instability across a huge area, or how they are harnessing technology is ways that authorities are struggling to catch up to. All of those reasons keep ISIS in the news, but maybe above all, one piece of the legacy of ISIS that continues to be in the forefront of everyone’s mind is just how brutal their tactics are.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Often times when you hear commentators, especially those that might be atheist or non-religious, they are quick to point out that ISIS follows in long line of groups and organizations that strike out in the name of religion. They will highlight religious groups of all kinds as examples. Usually, they are also quick use illustrations from the Old Testament to further their arguments. “Oh”, they might say, “You Christians have your own history of cruelty against others that don’t believe in the same thing.” 

Obviously, ISIS and the way God works couldn’t be further apart. ISIS is doing the wrong things, in the name of the wrong God, with the wrong means, to the wrong end. But with that being said, can you explain some of the stories of the Old Testament?

To be clear, you can’t ignore them. God did sanction the killing of non-combatants, of both men and women, old and young.

Turn back to 1 Samuel chapter 15, and we’ll pick it up from verse 1.

1 Samuel 15:1 - Samuel also said to Saul, "The LORD sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD.
 2 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt.
 3 'Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'" 

The Israelites, then, under Saul went out and kind of did that. Except that they spared some of the better livestock and one individual Agag. And to reiterate, God sent Samuel back to Saul to tell him that his dynasty would end – in part because of not fulfilling this command to its complete and full end.

1 Samuel 15:18 "Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.'
 19 "Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the LORD?"
 20 And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.
 21 "But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal."
 22 Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.
 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king."

It other words, God wanted complete and absolute removal of the Amalekites. Saving even one individual, or even some of the cattle, was a very grave mistake. The entire nation, men, women, and children needed to go.

And you know, it wasn’t just the Amalekites. There are several other prominent example of destructions of mass amount of people at once. These include:

1: The flood in Genesis 6-8
2: What’s called the cities of the plain, that included Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 18-19
3: The Egyptian firstborns in Exodus 11-12
4: The Canaanites under Moses and Joshua throughout Numbers, Deuteronomy and Joshua.

The first three involved no humans at all. The destruction was entirely divine. The fourth, along with the Amalekites and other examples in the bible, involved humans executing direct commands from God.

So, what’s going on here? 

Let me suggest to you, that there are many facets to this answer, and a complete explanation is far outside the scope of a sermonette. But I did want to drill down on one specific component. And it involves two seemingly unrelated topics: an observation by Louis Pasteur and the Holy Day that we might know the least specifics about – the 8th Day.

Louis Pasteur was born in France at the end of 1822. He was a chemist and a microbiologist. He is generally considered to be one of the three main founders of bacteriology – or the study of bacteria. And although he wasn’t the first to propose the existence of germs and germ theory, he developed the concepts, conducted experiments to indicate its correctness and went on to convince most of Europe that germs were real. He made all sorts of significant discoveries and furthered advancement of science in a wide variety of ways. He’s also, of course, most famous for the process of pasteurization.

But some of his experiments also involved a concept called biogenesis. Have you heard of that phrase? It’s the concept that life comes only from life. Louis Pasteur demonstrated that in controlled environments, new life cannot be created out of nothing or spontaneously.  Instead, livings things come only from other livings things – by some form of reproduction.

This concept is what leads to my point for today.

Point: Only God can take away life, because only God can create life. And by extension, since God created life, God can also decide when to allow it, terminate it, or, as we’ll see, postpone it.

Let’s get some context in Ezekiel chapter 33 and verse 10. We’ll see that even though God can remove individuals, groups of people, or even entire nations – He has a long term plan in mind. It’s not extermination for the sake of extermination.

Ezekiel 33:10 - "Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel: 'Thus you say, "If our transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can we then live?"'
 11 "Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord GOD, 'I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?'

Then also in 2 Peter 3 verse 9, I’ll just read this one.

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

How can those two concepts line up? How can God take no pleasure in death - even of the death of the wicked, and that He wants all to come to repentance – but also the fact that whole nations of men, women and children can be wiped out without much of a chance to understand God or His way of life?

It’s clear that God is not smiting people randomly. In the cases we talked about earlier, God was punishing people for wide spread evil and disobedience of course. But it’s in the meaning of the 8th day where everything starts to make more sense.

Without the understanding of this key Holy Day, then it’s easy to view God and those action in the wrong context. The 8th Day shows us that in those instances where God destroys, or takes the life of others – either via direct action, or through a command to His servants – that these actions postpone life, not end it forever.

Revelation 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. [that’s the first resurrection, but notice the next verse]
 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. [that includes those killed in the flood, the first born of the Egyptians, the Amalekites and the others]

Dropping down to verses 12 and 13.

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.
 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.

As the church teaches, this isn’t a quick, one-time event. But rather is the restoration of life with the chance to really know God and His way of life. 

In conclusion, the group of ISIS or ISIL is incredibly brutal in the name of their false religious viewpoint. But in the case of ISIL or other similar groups, they take it upon themselves to decide life or death. Anyone can end a life, but not just anyone can create it.
 
By contrast, God is the creator of all life. He, and Him alone, can determine when to grant life, take it away, or postpone it for another time. Through His Holy Day plan, and the 8th day specifically, God has shown us that that everyone will have an opportunity to have a real, full, meaningful life where they can learn about God and His way of life. As a result, God can make a decision to stop physical life now, and grant it again later – in His time and under His circumstances.

Without the knowledge of the 8th Day and how that fits into God’s overall plan, no doubt the Old Testament would look brutal, vengeful and quite merciless. With the knowledge, however, we can see a little better at how some of the pieces of the puzzle fit together.

God’s plan for mankind couldn’t be more different that these groups like ISIS. Only the giver of life can make determinations on when people live, or when they die, or when their life is postponed so that they have a better or more appropriate opportunity to be a part of His family. May we be thankful that the almighty God, the giver of life, makes righteous determinations for all people for all time.








