Page | 3

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Witch of Endor
Sermonette – Originally given October 31st 2015, UCG Columbia MD

Since tonight is Halloween, I thought it would be entirely proper to give a message about some of the issues that are involved in this very bizarre holiday. Lucas was homeschooled last year, and this is his first year in public school, and it’s a very strange thing to have to explain why some people do certain things on this day, and even to try and explain why some people think certain decorations are acceptable, when in other, normal circumstances, people would be horrified.

When I was in school, I made a point of telling everyone that I did NOT celebrate Halloween. But I did celebrate candy, so that was ok to give to me.

Satan, in the holiday of Halloween, has done a masterful job in trivializing the spirit realm. Making some serious things, seem like no big deal or jokes. Of course, year round, there are the fortune tellers and palm readers and whatnot that advertise they can channel the dead or tell your future. It’s often so tacky that you’d think anyone could tell it’s fake.

Harry Houdini, the famous magician, spent 30 years investigating seances and people who claimed to channel spirits. He concluded that all spiritualism is faked. 

But you know, not all of it is. We know that the spirit realm is alive and active and not to be trivialized. So today, I’d like to look at one bizarre example in the bible. It’s an example of a witch or a “medium” as it’s called in the New King James.

This story is found in 1 Samuel 28. This is with Saul towards the very end of his life and it involves an individual commonly referred to as the Witch of Endor or the Medium of Endor. You’ll be glad to know that this has nothing to do with the Star Wars rebel base on the Planet Endor, which is an entirely different topic.

Let’s turn back to 1 Samuel chapter 28. To get the context of the story, this is right after Samuel had died and towards the very end of Saul’s life. Saul was under attack from the Philistines and his request for guidance from God was going unanswered for many reasons. Saul had, at this point, deviated very far from his humble beginnings and God was already planning on transitioning the Kingdom to David. In the meantime, Saul had a battle on his hands, God wasn’t picking up the phone, and Samuel had died and was unavailable. So Saul decided to take matters into his own hands.

He asks his servants to find a medium – which they don’t hesitate to do, and he goes to see her.

1 Samuel 28:8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, "Please conduct a seance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you."
 9 Then the woman said to him, "Look, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?"
 10 And Saul swore to her by the LORD [that’s a very strange thing to say – to promise in the Lord’s name not to punish her for breaking the Lord’s commandments. That’s very backwards.], saying, "As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing."
 11 Then the woman said, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" And he said, "Bring up Samuel for me."

It’s interesting to note that Saul asks for Samuel. He knew that his lines of communication with God had been severed. But yet, he still knew that God had the answers. So the only logical thing he could do in his mind was to try and find Samuel and hope Samuel connection with God was open. That was more logical to him than trying to repair his own relationship with God.

Clearly, there were many things wrong with this from the get-go. But let’s what then happens.

1 Samuel 28:12 When the woman saw Samuel, [we will come back to this] she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke to Saul, saying, "Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!"
 13 And the king said to her, "Do not be afraid. What did you see?" And the woman said to Saul, "I saw a spirit ascending out of the earth."
 14 So he said to her, "What is his form?" And she said, "An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle." And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down.

Now, we’ll pause right here for a moment to reiterate that this was not actually Samuel. I’m going to assume you’ve all done your homework on this before. Ecclesiastes chapter 9, verses 5 and 10 – among many others in the bible, explain that the dead know nothing, are not conscience, and are frankly – just dead. They cannot be summoned from the dead in this way.

 15 Now Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" And Saul answered, "I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should do."

One of the things that I find interesting in this section is that even though this spirit is not Samuel, he still gives an answer that is similar to what Samuel may have actually said. Obviously, that’s why it’s so convincing.

 16 Then Samuel said: "Why then do you ask me, seeing the LORD has departed from you and has become your enemy?
 17 "And the LORD has done for Himself as He spoke by me. For the LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.
 18 "Because you did not obey the voice of the LORD nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day.
 19 "Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and your sons will be with me [meaning dead]. The LORD will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the Philistines."

The observations given by this medium make it clear that this was something supernatural. There is no way that the medium would have known about the Kingdom transferring to David. She wouldn’t have known about the disobedience with the Amalekites. And she certainly wouldn’t have been able to foresee the future.

In this case, the spirit was spot on. Saul did lose the battle. Saul was there with his sons and they died too. And Israel did lose the battle to the Philistines.

Why in the world would God allow this whole interaction to take place? I mean any of it? Why would God allow an evil spirit to interact with Saul? Why would he allow the spirit to impersonate Samuel? Why would God allow insight into the future when He wasn’t answer Saul in the first place? And then finally, why wasn’t the woman or Saul punished for this?

Well, we don’t have all the answers, but we have a few. We do know that just because God allows something, doesn’t mean he sanctions it. There are many examples of this in the bible like polygamy.

You’ll remember that Saul had a history of troubling spirits. We won’t turn back there by 1 Samuel 16 verses 14 among others points out that this was an area of trouble with Saul. Evil spirits must be invited in to be effective, and this appears to have been possible with Saul.

Secondly, the demons could easily impersonate Samuel because they were also there for all of these events. They know just as well the mistakes that Saul made and any punishment that would come. They would know full well why God wasn’t communicating with Saul.

Why did God allow it to play out this way? This we don’t know a full answer to. The scriptures don’t indicate that Saul ever understood this to be a demon verses Samuel. What we do have recorded, it appears to not be the case. There is always a chance that after this interaction, the gravity of what he did came to Saul. But if so, it was never recorded for us to read.

But for the final question, we do have a better answer. Why didn’t God punish the woman or Saul for this sin? Well, let’s turn back to 1 Chronicles chapter 10. God does punish Saul, but not at that exact moment.

The story of Saul’s death in the battle that followed is in both 1 Samuel and 1 Chronicles, but in Chronicles, God gives us another little piece of the pie. In chapter 10, it has Saul’s last few moments, the death of his sons and the end of the battle. But notice a comment towards the end of the chapter.

1 Chronicles 10:13 So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the LORD, and also because he consulted a medium for guidance.

He was punished in the end.

The story of the Medium at Endor is really a fascinating series of events. On one hand, it’s a sad chapter in Saul’s life, but on the other hand, it provides a small glimpse into the interworkings of the demonic spiritual realm that is normally shielded from our view. It’s also a reminder that the spirit realm is not something to be trivialized. And while God sets the boundaries of they are allowed to do, if they are invited in and welcomed, they can have a great deal of freedom.

Demons have been around for thousands or millions of years. They’ve seen every trickery in the book. They know your mistakes and weakness. They know how to deceive and con like the very best. It’s not something that we should be comfortable with. As Halloween passes and the ridiculous costumes and yard decorations get put back away – let’s remember the story of Saul and the Medium of Endor, and how the spiritual realm is very much real, very much powerful. And let us continue to stay close to God and keep our guard up against it.

