Page | 1

Adding Holidays
Sermonette – Originally given December 20, 2014, Columbia, MD UCG

SPS: Adding or removing religious observances changes the dynamics of God’s plan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In just a few days from now, we have the world famous holiday of Christmas. Most of us have been in the church for a long time, and haven't celebrated Christmas in many years. Others may have stopped more recently. And a few, myself included, were born into the church and have never celebrated it. I know in my situation, I've often found some of the customs in holidays, Christmas included, to be quite strange. A short while ago, we were explaining Halloween and Christmas to our kids, and it reinforced just how strange some of the traditions are.

It used to be, that the concept of Christmas having pagan roots was considered to be a novel idea. One that was a challenge to a mainstream Christian. Many church goers, including some of our friends or acquaintances, had this challenge as a primary fire starter that got them looking into the bible. It was an issue that peaked their interest and opened the door for investigation on other doctrines.

But recently, at least in the last few years, there has been a slightly different Christmas challenge. Perhaps you've heard this argument before. One might say - Yes, I know that Christmas has pagan roots, but almost everything has pagan roots. Even so, we don't celebrate those pagan things, we don’t worship the sun - instead we worship Christ. And if we are worshiping Christ, without doing pagan practices of old - how can that be wrong? Is it wrong to worship Christ's birth? Why can't we keep Christmas, if we do it in the right way?

Have you ever heard this argument before? Maybe we can simply the argument and just ask – Is it ok to just celebrate Christ on Christmas if we diligently avoid any other pagan customs on that day?

Well, I came across this interesting article by the Grace Communion International church. That's of course, what the Worldwide Church of God has turned in to in recent years. And they have an article about this very thing. In fact, it's called "Paganism - Where Should Christians Draw the Line?"

And you know what? It has some good points. It talks about some things we do and thing we own that can be traced back to some form of paganism. Like wedding rings, or symbols on the US currency. Or even the fact that the names of our days of the week have roots in pagan gods.

So, the article says, why would you hypocritically draw the line at Christmas, when there are so many other things that have roots in paganism. It even has these 5 helpful points:

"1: It is not wrong to rejoice at the birth of Jesus.
2: It is not wrong to do this every year.
3: It is not wrong to add a religious festival.
4: The date of Dec. 25 isn't necessarily pagan.
5: Even if the date is pagan, it isn't automatically wrong to use things that used to be pagan, such as wedding rings, funeral customs, statues, and the names of days."

So what about it? What would we say to those types of arguments? Certainly we don't think it's wrong to have an extra worship service in honor of Christ right?

Let’s start by going back to Revelation 22. Probably a good number of you know exactly what scripture I’m going to, and I’m going to use it as a foundation for this sermonette.

Revelation 22:18 - For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;
 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

That’s all well and good. No one is supposed to add or remove from the inspired Word of God. We have trust and faith that the books of the bible preserved and canonized for us today were exactly as God planned, and we would never feel comfortable taking out a book, like Hebrews, or adding a book, like some religions do. I think we understand that.

But why? Why is this command written for us? The penalties are quite severe – ranging from physical curses and plagues to, ultimately, eternal and permanent death. So it’s a serious topic.

Well, to answer that specific question, and our overall argument about celebrating Christmas, let’s turn back to 1 Kings 12. 

Now, I’ll summarize the chapters in 1 Kings leading up to chapter 12. We have King Solomon towards the end of his reign. Unfortunately, things are already starting to turn south and God decides to take a big portion of the united Kingdom of Israel and Judah and give it to Jeroboam. So in chapter 12, we see the fulfillment of this, and the northern tribes of Israel revolt and join with Jeroboam and make him their king.

Now, let’s pick it up in verse 26

1 Kings 12:26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom may return to the house of David:
 27 "If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah."

Remember, Jerusalem was still in the southern kingdom of Judah. And Jeroboam thought that if they went down to Jerusalem to worship, they would turn on him and he’d be in trouble.

1Ki 12:28 Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt!"

1Ki 12:32 Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And at Bethel he installed the priests of the high places which he had made.
 33 So he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had devised in his own heart. And he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the altar and burned incense.

What made this so problematic? Of course it was wrong to create idols and ordain incorrect priests. But a core issue was that he changed the context of worshiping God. He polluted it. He transformed it deliberately. In making these alterations, he changed the dynamics of God’s plan. And he intentionally cheapened the way God was using His temple and structure of priests and Levites. As a result, he didn’t just introduce false idolatry into Israel, but he took, twisted and perverted Godly concepts so that all real meaning was drained out.

It’s the same way that changing the day of worship from Saturday to Sunday is so devious. Of course it’s not wrong to worship God on Sunday. We should worship God on every day of the week. But by changing the holy Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday, you change the context of what the Sabbath rest is all about. It pulls a thread that starts to unravel the entire garment. You then lose the understanding of what a Sabbath rest really pictures. You lose the concept of what Holy time is, and what being Holy or set apart by God really means.

In the same way, adding a religious ceremony like Jeroboam did in 1 Kings, changed the dynamics of the real Holy Day plan that God had in place. Celebrating when Christ was born changes the context of what liner progression of the 7 actual Holy Days.

Even if we stripped away all of the pagan rituals of Christmas, and we took away the lies about a jolly fat man and reindeer, and the breaking and entering into your house to leave presents under a tree – and we took it all the way down to just a religious ceremony worshiping the birth of Christ – we still have the same problem.

God already picked out the days He sanctified, and has given us His reasons for doing so. If we take it upon ourselves to add or remove to that list – even for good intentions, we dilute the other days, and weaken the context of God’s overall plan. God knows what He’s doing. He didn’t accidentally forget to tell us to worship the birth of His Son.

And He didn’t give us a pass for introducing this event, or any other religious celebration, outside of the ones He’s already done.

In conclusion, let’s turn back to Deuteronomy chapter 12. This is right in the middle of a large section of instructions and reiterations of commands to Israel before they enter the promise land. Here in Deuteronomy 12 we have specific instructions to the Israelites as they encounter the pagan customs of the nations they are to conquer.

Deuteronomy 12:8 "Observe and obey all these words which I command you, that it may go well with you and your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God.
 29 "When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and you displace them and dwell in their land,
 30 "take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, 'How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.'

Then notice this next verse.

 31 "You shall not worship the LORD your God [that is the real true God] in that way [with wrong customs and celebrations]; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.
 32 "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.

Christmas and many other holidays fall squarely into this category. Christmas will soon pass, but let’s hold on to the Holy Day plan that God gives us and celebrate the right things in the right time. 
