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Forward with Armor
Sermonette – Originally Given August 9th, 2014, Columbia MD UCG

Today, we are going to be talking about the Armor of God section found in Ephesians chapter 6. You can head back there if you’d like. Now we aren’t going to talk about any one piece of the armor specifically, but rather a theme that is found among the collection of listed armor. In Ephesians, the Apostle Paul was writing to the church at Ephesus, which is in modern day Turkey. It was a classically Greek city, but became a subject of the Roman Empire in 86 BC, and remained that way for hundreds of years. As a result of being a subject to the Roman Empire, the citizen were very much accustomed to seeing the Roman soldiers, called Legionaries, in and throughout the city.

As a result, Paul uses this image of the formable Roman Legionary when describing spiritual armor in our spiritual warfare against Satan.

You’ll have to recall that the Roman Empire, especially in the time of the writings of the Apostle Paul, was the most powerful, most impressive empire that had ever existed. They had basically conquered the known world at that time and were able, through the power of their mighty armies, to subdue any threats.

Part of what made that army such a force was their intense discipline and the high caliber armor and weaponry that they carried. Even the sight of a legion of soldiers was enough to quiet a great deal of discontent.

So it’s with that in mind that Paul writes about the armor of God, using references to the same type of armor that could be found on a Roman solider. Let’s read through this section of scripture and then come back in greater detail.

Ephesians 6:10 - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints--

Now there are lots of qualities about the armor of God that we could focus on, but one specifically I want to draw out has to do with the purpose of the armor’s positioning. And instead of simply telling you, I thought it might be easier to use a few volunteers and demonstrate this instead.

I’m going to use my ice hockey shin protectors. I’d like to say right off the bat that I am sorry about the odor. These are definitely used shin pads, and it’s possible the odor will eat through my suit pants. So Josh and Lucas, you both can come up here.

[Lucas and Josh come up]

Now, what I’d like them to do, is something that I’ve rarely asked any kid to do, and that is hit my legs. So they are going to take this little hockey sticks and hit my legs directly on the pads. Go ahead.

[Kids hit the pads]

Thank you very much. This is no big deal. This is exactly what the pads are designed for. They are intended to take lots of abuse when stuck dead on. But let’s notice something else. What happens if I turn the other direction?

[Walk back and let the kids hit my legs]

Ouch! Thank you boys, you can go sit back down. Hitting my legs on the backside, is not what the gear is designed to protect. That is an entirely different story. [Take off pads and lift one up.] You see there is hardly any pads on the side, and none on the back. I’ve even seen hockey games where a player will try to block a shot, but will be turned or at an angle or starting to change direction and the puck strike him on the spot where they are no pads. And as a result, it can literally break the individual’s leg or ankle. There is no padding there because that’s not what it’s designed for. If you want these types of pads to be effective, you need to be standing square and facing forward.

Back in Ephesians chapter 6, we have descriptions of several pieces of armor:

1: Girding your waist
2: Breastplate of righteousness
3: Sodding your feet, or literally to put protective foot bindings on
4: Shield of faith
5: Helmet of salvation
6: Sword of the spirit

Of those, all of them have protection from the front. And 4 of them, the breastplate, foot covering, shield and sword ONLY have utility if you are facing and moving forward. If you turn from one direction to the other, the loose their utility. And if you turn completely around, then you might as well just get rid of those four pieces of armor, because they are providing no protection and are actually just weighing you down.

You know the fighting style of the Roman soldiers was used way past the fall of the Roman Empire. It was used for hundreds of years, even through the American Revolution and up to the Civil War. The Roman Legion would consist of columns of soldiers in tightly packed formation, moving forward. That’s why the Civil War had such horrible deaths because the modern cannon were able to take our entire columns of soldiers.

Up to that point, however, the columns of soldiers moving in a uniform direction wouldn’t really need armor all the way around their body. It would be too heavy and too cumbersome. As a result, the armor is more concentrated on the forward facing part of your body and that’s the way they would engage their enemy.

And it’s that analogy that I’d like to use for my one point: The Armor of God is designed for advancing, not retreating.

It’s designed for us to move forward and actively fight against Satan and his influences. I’ve heard it said before that Christianity is not for the passive. And that couldn’t be more true. Now the armor listed here in Ephesians 6 isn’t the only place where it’s referenced in the bible. There is another section of scripture in Isaiah chapter 59 that also talks about a few pieces of those armor, but it also shows a very offensive side to those weapons.

Let’s start in Isaiah 59 and verses 1 for a little context. 

Isa 59:1 - Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear.
 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.
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The chapter then goes on to lists the wrongdoing of those that are sinning before God. They last mercy. There is no righteous judgment. Their feet run to evil. Etc, etc.

Eventually enough is enough and God decides to act. We are going to pick it up in the latter half of verse 15:

Isa 59:15 - … Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him That there was no justice.
Isa 59:16 He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.

Let’s notice this in verse 17.

 17 For He put on righteousness as a breastplate (remember that armor), And a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, And was clad with zeal as a cloak.
 18 According to their deeds, accordingly He will repay, [notice how the action is proactive and how God is moving offensively] Fury to His adversaries, Recompense to His enemies; The coastlands He will fully repay.
 19 So shall they fear The name of the LORD from the west, And His glory from the rising of the sun; When the enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him.

The armor of God listed in Ephesians chapter 6 is not for decoration. It’s not for putting in a display case or mounting on a wall. It’s for use, and it’s for action.

It’s estimated that the average Remain solider carried about 66 pounds of gear – or about the same as soldiers today. Now if you or I had to carry around that much gear each and every day, you’d be sure to only carry things that were important, things that had utility and things that you were sure to use. When it came to battle, Roman soldiers were an impressive sight to behold, with the strong discipline and imposing armor. But all of that armor would be useless if they decided to turn and run away and expose their unprotected body for enemies to strike. 

Likewise, we have spiritual armor that we are to equip ourselves with. But it’s not for retreating, and it’s not to hiding. It’s for holding our ground and moving forward. Let’s all make it a focus to put on the armor of God each and every day, and to use it as we push back Satan and his influences out of our lives.
